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Conveyor lines transport mail between sorting areas at a Canada Post facility, as seen in this undated photo. Peel’s 


medical officer of health, Dr. Lawrence Loh, said Tuesday that any workplace with five or more confirmed COVID-19 
cases, regardless of size, would be ordered to close for a period of 10 days. (PWN File Photo) 


Peel Region continues to 
break records -- for all the 
wrong reasons. 

Positivity rates in Brampton 


, and Mississauga reached new 
« highs this week as the region's 


medical officer of health un- 
veiled tough new restrictions 
aimed at curbing workplace 
outbreaks. 

Referring to the "grave situ- 
ation facing our hospitals," 
Loh said Wednesday that the 
third wave of COVID-19 con- 
tinues to put stress on an al- 
ready-beleaguered hospital 
system, and it is critical for res- 
idents to do their part to stop 
the spread. "(This) is a sign 
that what is unfolding in our 
hospitals and community 
shows that we are moving into 
one of the most critical and se- 
vere phases of the pandemic." 


Become A Member 


50 Weekly issues per year 
WIN weekly draw prizes 


—o- 


Peel, along with Toronto, 
will shutdown businesses with 
five or more confirmed cases 
of the virus within the past two 
weeks to shutter for a set ten- 
day period, conditional on 
whether those affected were 
infected within the workplace. 
Employees impacted by the 
newrules, which will be issued 
through the Section 22 provi- 
sion of the province's Health 
Protection and Promotion Act, 
will be ordered to self-isolate 
for the accompanying ten-day 
period. 

The decision came as posi- 
tivity rates in both cities 
reached 22.4 per cent in 
Brampton and 14.5 per cent in 
Mississauga. 

Workplace outbreaks have 
been blamed as a key driver of 
the virus, with more than 400 


ae 


incidents counted within the 
region to date. 

Loh said Tuesday that work- 
places that remain open con- 
tinue to be a major driver of 
COVID-19 cases in Peel, as 
they have been throughout the 
course of the emergency re- 
sponse, a motion supported by 
Mississauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, who said she was 
"relieved" to see the new rules 
being brought forward. 

"Our situation has never 
been more dire, and now, 
more than ever, we need to be 
making strategic decisions to 
halt this third wave and save 
lives," Crombie said Wednes- 
day afternoon during her reg- 
ular COVID-19 press 
conference. 
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This Sikh Heritage Month, why not consider making a 
donation to help those around us who are less fortunate? 
Please support us in making a difference by making an 
online donation to our Vaisakhi Virtual Dasvandh Drive. 


$75,000 would support us in keeping our doors open 


through the upcoming months, as we continue to fight 
hunger in the community amidst this pandemic. Through 
your generous support, we have already raised $20,000! 


Seva Food Bank has been working tirelessly, since 2010, to create a community to 
ensure no one goes hungry, irrespective of their background or beliefs. We continue 
to serve more than 500 families and have distributed over THREE MILLION pounds 
of food, to those who are in need. 


The festival of Vaisakhi, celebrated in April, holds a special significance for Sikhs. It 
was on this day, in 1699AD, when the 10th Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Gobind Singh 
formally established the order of the Khalsa. It was a day to celebrate the growth 
and integration of a community - to recognize the human race, as one. It was this 
teaching that blossomed into the mission of Seva Food Bank — to establish a 
community where “every individual is recognized and cultivated so that everyone is 
able to fulfill their true potential.” 


It brings us immense joy to see these Sikh values implemented through the actions 
of Seva Food Bank. Help us to serve our community through a secure online 
donation. Alternatively, if you prefer to send us a cheque, please address it to Seva 
Food Bank, 2832 Slough Street, Mississauga, Ontario, L4T 1G3. 


Access to food should be a right and not a privilege. Wishing you and your family a 
very Happy Sikh Heritage Month and Vaisakhi! 


Best Wishes, 
Seva Food Bank 
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$50k in stolen goods recovered, as 
multiple suspects charged 


Thirteen individ- 
uals have been ar- 
rested in a crime 
spree earlier this 
year, Peel Police 
revealed Wednes- 
day. 

22 Division’s 
Break and Enter 
Unit said the ar- 
rests were made in 
connection with an 
investigation that 
began in January, 
after officers re- 
ceived reports 
about several resi- 
dential break-and- 


enters in and 
around  Bramp- 
ton’s downtown 


core and the sur- 


rounding area. 

The thieves tar- 
geted homes and 
vehicles within the 
city, stretching 
over a period of 
over three months. 

Officers later con- 
ducted several 
search warrants in 
Peel and arrested 
13 suspects in con- 
nection with the 
thefts, along with 
the recover of more 
than $50,000 in 
stolen goods. 

66 charges were 
laid as a result of 
the investigation, 
and police believe 


there may be addi- 


tional thefts that 
have not been re- 
ported by resi- 
dents. 

As a result, police 
are seeking assis- 
tance from the 
public in checking 
their outbuildings, 
including garages 
and sheds, and to 
notify 22 Division 
if they have miss- 
ing items. 

Those with addi- 
tional information 
regarding the case 
are asked to call 


police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
9993. 


earth 


days 


2021 
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Long-time Peel staff sergeant announces 


retirement 


Peel Police Staff Sergeant 
Baljiwan Sandhu is calling it a 
career after 32 years of serv- 
ice, the force announced 
Wednesday evening. 

Sandhu, who has _ helped 
with outreach as a community 
liaison, joined the force in 
1989 and has worked in a 
number of departments, in- 
cluding Homicide and Miss- 
ing Person Bureau and 
Intelligence Services. 

“Staff Sgt. Sandhu has pro- 
vided excellent service to our 
community over more than 
three decades,” said Peel Re- 
gional Police Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah. “Among his 
many accomplishments, he 
championed the cause of 
fighting systemic racism, even 
before we understood as a po- 
lice service how important 
that is.” 

Sandhu received several ac- 
colades during his long career, 
most notably being awarded 
the Queens Diamond Jubilee, 
Brampton Board of Trade, 
Knights of Columbus and the 
President's Award presented 


by the Association of Black 
Law Enforcers. 

“Tt has been an honour and a 
pleasure to serve the people of 
Peel Region over the years,” 
Sandhu said. “I expect to con- 
tinue to find ways to serve our 
community, and I am looking 
forward to what comes next. 

Sandhu made headlines in 
2013 when an Ontario human 
rights tribunal found that he 
was discriminated against by 
two members of the force 
after he sought a promotion to 
inspector, which prompted a 
major equity audit by Peel Po- 
lice in 2017. 

“T have seen a lot of change 
in our community and in the 
Peel Regional Police Service 
over the years,” Sandhu said 
in a statement. “Chief Dura- 
iappah and his leadership 
team are having a real effect 
on the ways we police and our 
community, especially our 
racialized communities, work 
with each other. I look for- 
ward to seeing that progress 
continue.” 
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Take a walk any- 
where in Peel Re- 
gion, and you're 
bound to find some- 
one who has some 
choice words to say 
about Premier Doug 
Ford in the wake of 
last week’s press 
conference. 

I walk my dog 
twice a day down by 
the lake in Port 
Credit, and you don't 
have to listen very 
hard to hear people's 
opinions about the 
lockdown and Ford. 

I find that the 
more social media 
spouts its venom, 
the more discussion 
occurs on the street. 

I get it, but let's 
just keep looking at 
the facts. 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


Are mistakes being 
made? Yes, ab- 
solutely. Is that to 
say it’s all bad? No. 

From day one, we 
knew this would be a 
situation unlike any 
we'd seen in a long 
time. 

You tell me — 
where was the book 
on this one? How 
was anyone suppose 
to handle the sheer 
volume of  con- 
straints that any 
government had to 
deal with during a 
pandemic? 

The book did not 
exist to handle a 
pandemic in the age 
of mass communica- 
tion and _ social 
media. 

Let's not forget we 
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Why should we keep Doug Ford? 


are nearly three 
years into this gov- 
ernment’s four-year 
term, and when they 
took over, it was al- 
ready an uphill bat- 
tle. 

I am_= speaking 
about the province’s 
debt, of course. They 
barely had a year- 
and-a-half before 
COVID-19 hit us. 

I don't know about 
you, but just give the 
situation some 
thought for a few 
moments, and it will 
not take you long to 
figure out just how 
bad and how quick 
this all happened. 

The task of getting 
us out of a pandemic 
is not a job I want, 
and I have nothing 
but respect for those 
carrying the burden 
for us and we all 
should be thankful 
they are there. 

From our Mayors, 
Bonnie Crombie, 


Patrick Brown and 
Allan Thompson, 
our Regional gov- 
ernment and med- 
ical director of 
health, Dr. Lawrence 
Loh. That's just in 
Peel. 

The provincial and 
federal governments 
had the biggest job 
just trying to keep 
our heads above 
water. That’s no easy 
job, and while we 
can certainly criti- 
cize all of them, it 
still comes down to 
who could have done 
better in a minute's 
notice. 

I for one do not 
want to stand by and 
agree with all or any 
of the social media 
posts blasting this 
government’s record 
in the face of an un- 
knowable situation. 

They are nothing 
but entertainment 
and should ibe 
viewed that way. 


That's my "Opin- 
ion." If you want to 
get on any bandwag- 
ons, in just over one 
year, we go to the 
polls again and we 
all get to decide who 
will run our cities, 
town and province. 

The game has al- 
ready started. Many 
of the provincial par- 
ties have nominated 
their future candi- 
dates for next year’s 
provincial election. 

Why don't we use 
the 2020 U.S. elec- 
tion as a good exam- 
pe They had the 

iggest turnout in 
history. 

We typically have 
very low turnouts to 
our municipal and 
provincial elections. 

Perhaps those crit- 
icizing the province’s 
record should step 
up and cast their 
vote next year — and 
really make a differ- 
ence!!! 


Don’t risk manufacturing sector over COVID, says rep 


Continued from Pg 1 


"If our hospitals 
run out of beds, no 
one can get 
treated," she con- 
tinued. 

Last month, the 
topic of workplace 
outbreaks came to 
the forefront after 
600-plus cases of 
the virus were 
linked to an Ama- 
zon warehouse lo- 
cated in Brampton, 
prompting Peel 
Public Health to in- 
tervene and order 
"thousands" of 
workers to self-iso- 
late. 

In a statement on 
Mar. 12, Ministry 
of Labour 
spokesperson 
Harry Godfrey said 
the investigation 
into the outbreak - 
- which began at 
Amazon's Heritage 
Road fulfillment 
centre -- was 
launched, in part, 
due to a number of 
visits the site had 
received from Min- 
istry inspectors 
since Mar. 2020. 
"We continue to 


work closely with 
Peel Public Health 
and others to pro- 
vide support, ad- 
vice and 
enforcement as 
needed to ensure 
the health and 
safety of Ontario's 
workers." 

Other Peel front- 
line warehouses, 
including Canada 
Post's Gateway 
Terminal, Maple 
Lodge Farms and 
others have faced 
their own battles 
with — outbreaks, 
prompting local 
and provincial in- 
tervention. 

The province also 
announced earlier 
this week that, in 
response to federal 
comments about 
the applicability for 
residents to receive 
the AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine, 
Shoppers Drug 
Mart locations in 
Brampton and Mis- 
sissauga would 
make the vaccine 
available to resi- 
dents 40 and over, 
conditional on vac- 
cine supply. 


The country's 
manufacturing au- 
thority also cau- 
tioned the province 
to provide a strong 
plan going forward 
for the manufac- 
turing sector, as 
failure to act could 
negatively impact 
supply chains 
throughout On- 
tario and beyond. 

"We are deeply 
concerned about 
the Region of Peel’s 
orders regarding 
businesses and ig- 
noring their contri- 
bution to __ this 
fight," said Cana- 
dian Manufactur- 
ers & Exporters 
president Dennis 
Darby in a state- 
ment Tuesday. "Al- 
though we 
recognize that the 
situation is critical 
right now, this uni- 
lateral decision 
could have a cata- 
strophic impact on 
Ontario’s manufac- 
turing sector.... the 
Region of Peel is 
putting the  in- 
tegrity of our sup- 
ply chain at risk." 

Darby pointed to 


—o- 


negative impacts 
that could be felt in 
the aerospace, au- 
tomotive and man- 
ufacturing sectors 
as evidence that a 
coordinated plan is 
required -- and that 
failing to do so 
could impact 
broader social and 
economic realities. 
Darby suggested 
that the manufac- 
turing sector could 
use its capabilities 
to reinforce vacci- 
nation efforts. 
Other groups, in- 
cluding Brampton 
MPPs, called for 
greater supports 
for workers, in- 
cluding increased 
vaccine availability 
and paid sick days - 
- a notion previ- 
ously rejected by 
the Ford govern- 
ment for being too 
similar to the 
Canada __ Sickness 
Recovery Benefit 
offered by the fed- 
eral government. 
“Our community 
has been on fire 
with COVID-19 
since the start of 
the pandemic, yet 


the government 
continues to neg- 
lect Brampton by 
failing to give us 
the urgent re- 
sources we need as 
a hot spot," NDP 
MPPs Gurratan 
Singh, Sara Singh 
and Kevin Yarde 
told Peel Weekly 
News in a state- 
ment Wednesday 
evening. "We are 
calling on the 
province to rush 
more vaccines to 
Brampton, give 
workers paid sick 
aay and paid time 
off to get vacci- 
nated, and_ shut 
down non-essential 
workplaces _ tem- 
porarily, while giv- 
ing direct financial 
compensation to 
workers and local 
businesses that are 


impacted. 
This dangerous 
explosion of 


COVID-19 is not 
Brampton’s fault, 
and Brampton 
families and busi- 
nesses should not 
have to pay the 
price.” 
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by Elizabeth Mendes and Jill Promoli 


These past 13 


months with 
COVID-19 have 
been hard for 
everyone, but 


they've been hard 
for each of us in 
different ways. 
Even in Ontario, 
not every corner of 
our province has 
experienced this 
the same way, and 


here in Peel 
throughout — the 
pandemic we’ve 


consistently lived 
with the worst of 


it. 

While fingers 
were pointed at 
our region with 
suggestions that 
‘yahoos’ were to 
blame, 300,000 
essential workers 
in Peel’s industrial 
sector continued 
to go to work, 
making sure On- 
tario’s shelves 
were stocked and 
orders fulfilled, 
and our healthcare 
workers stayed on 
the front lines car- 


ing. 
Peel entered the 
Province’s grey 


lockdown on Nov. 
23 and has never 
exited. 

Many businesses 


have been closed 
for 300-plus days, 
and despite re- 
peated promises 
of more, robust 
measures to pro- 
tect our lives and 
livelihoods, the 
provincial govern- 
ment has failed to 
provide any real, 
meaningful help 


to address the 
high case numbers 
in Peel. 

When the 


province began in- 
troducing vaccines 
in pharmacies, 
Peel was left out, 
with doses instead 
going to Toronto, 
Kingston, and 
Windsor-Essex. 
The outbreak at 
Brampton’s Ama- 
zon facility further 
exposed the dis- 
crepancy in vac- 
cine allocation. 
While Peel has 
10.5 per cent of 
Ontario’s popula- 
tion and has expe- 
rienced 20 per 
cent of the 
province’s_ cases, 
Doug Ford’s gov- 
ernment had only 
distributed 6.7 per 
cent of the vac- 
cines they have re- 
ceived to our 


region; not a fair 
share based on our 
population, or on 
our outsized need 
as Peel’s essential 
workers have con- 
tinued to provide 
for Ontario. 

After a great deal 
of advocacy from 
our municipal rep- 
resentatives, doc- 
tors, and 
community lead- 
ers, weve now 
seen our share go 
up to 9 per cent. 

We're _ getting 
closer to an equal 
share based on 
population, but 
not an equitable 
share based on the 
very serious situa- 


tion we've faced all 
year. 

Recently, the 
Premier an- 
nounced that any 
individual aged 
18-49 living in 


high-risk __ postal 
codes would be el- 
igible for the vac- 
cine. 

However, of the 
25 high risk postal 
codes identified in 
Peel, currently 
only residents liv- 
ing in two have 
been eligible to get 
a vaccine to date, 
and those _resi- 
dents need _ to 
travel to Etobicoke 
to receive them. 

We’ve seen no 
meaningful effort 
to provide vacci- 
nations for Peel’s 
essential workers 
who have contin- 
ued to work in 
person every day 
while other re- 
gions have begun 
vaccinating people 
as young as 35 in 
targeted _ postal 
codes. 

Every  vaccina- 
tion is good news, 
but we wonder at 
what point the 
government will 
take steps to pro- 
tect the hundreds 
of thousands of es- 
sential workers in 


Peel who weve 
asking to continue 
working in close 
proximity at high 
personal risk for 
the benefit of the 


rest of the 
province. 
Our ICUs are 


over capacity, sur- 
geries have been 
cancelled and pa- 
tients have been 
diverted to other 


parts of the 
province. 
The sound of 


ORNGE helicop- 
ters has become 
routine for resi- 
dents living near 
our hospitals, as 
ventilated patients 
are moved all over 
Ontario. 

Peel is on fire 
and Doug Ford 
and his govern- 
ment are leaving 
us to burn. 

And despite 
months of the gov- 
ernment’s own ex- 
perts telling them 
clearly what needs 
to be done to find 
control, we still 
don’t have a com- 
mitment to addi- 
tional public 
health measures 
such as paid sick 
days. 

Instead, we re- 
ceived an an- 
nouncement that 
closed play- 
grounds and gave 
police overarching 
powers and did 
nothing else to 
control the trans- 
mission. 

These announce- 
aa a 

uickly, partially 
araleed. back and 
the province con- 
tinues to choose 
not to enable peo- 
ple to stay home 
when sick as we 
continue to strug- 
gle with workplace 
outbreaks. 

The reality is we 
can’t police our 
way out of COVID- 
19. We need a pro- 
gram that allows a 


Peel is on fire — and Ford and his government are leaving us to burn 


worker to stay 
home if they are 
sick and doesn’t 
disrupt their 
wages. 

No one should 
have to decide be- 
tween being able 
to buy groceries or 


staying home 
when sick during a 
pandemic, espe- 


cially as we have 
yet to see a public 
plan for essential 
workers and resi- 
dents in high-risk 
postal codes in 
Peel to receive 
their vaccinations. 

We urge you to 
contact your 
Member of 
Provincial Parlia- 
ment and let them 
know that Peel 
needs paid sick 
days in Ontario 
and priority vacci- 
nations for our es- 
sential workers 
and community. 

Your MPP has an 
obligation to take 
your call, to listen, 
and to advocate on 
your behalf. 

Nine of 12 MPPs 
in Peel are Conser- 
vatives, and we are 
not seeing the 
needs of our re- 
gion reflected in 


the government's 
priorities during 
this devastating 
time. You deserve 
better. We all do. 

Public health is 
about all of us. It 
only works when 
we make sure 
we're considering 
everyone. Illness 
in workplaces is 
illness in our com- 
munities. We need 
to protect essen- 
tial workers be- 
cause they're 
people, they're our 
neighbours, our 
parents and our 
children. 

It’s time for 
Doug Ford and his 
government to 
take the health 
and lives of Peel 
workers and resi- 
dents _ seriously, 
too. 


Elizabeth 
Mendes is the On- 
tario Liberal Can- 
didate jor 
Mississauga- 
Lakeshore, and 
Jill Promoli is the 
Ontario Liberal 
Candidate for 
Mississauga- 
Streetsville. 
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Is the Ford government following the wrong pandemic path? 


Paw! 


Column 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford has ad- 


vised stoppin 
non-essentia 
travel between the 
province and 
other countries 
due to the rising 
number of 
COVID-19 cases. 
Ford, coming 
offf the back of a 
disastrous press 
conference last 


week, and other 
premiers are help- 
less to change air 
travel policy, as 
airports are under 
control, 


federal 


and Justin 
Trudeau's govern- 
ment have done 
nothing to stop 
the movement of 
travellers. 

Experts have 
also endorsed 
Ford's advice, rec- 
ommending a halt 
to inter-provincial 
and international 
travel. 

The B117 variant 
is wreaking havoc 
in Ontario, while 
the Brazilian P1 
variant is spread- 
ing to B.C., from 
where it has 
reached Alberta 
and Ontario. A 
“double-mutated” 
variant has also 
emerged in India, 
coming to Canada 


and the United 
States, which 
needs to shut 
down the airports 
immediately. 

Recently, I found 
out from one of 
my co-workers 
that the federal 
government has 
announced _ that 
air travellers who 
were quarantined 
have to pay the 


$2,000 expense 
from their own 
pockets. 


Many travellers 
are playing games 
by taking a flight 
into the U.S., then 
taking a_ taxi 
through a border 
crossing into the 
country without 
saying where they 


= =a 


are coming from. 
These individu- 
als are running 
around all over 
the place, and if 
they are positive, 


spreading the 
virus everywhere 
they go. 


Ontarians don't 
need the tough 
guidelines, or po- 
lice to stop them, 
or closing schools 
and parks. 

Instead of trying 
to enforce their 
way out of a pan- 
demic, the Ford 
government needs 
to move on two 
fronts — stop the 
farmers’ rallies 
and dump truck 
protests happen- 
Ing in Mississauga 


and Brampton, 
and get on the fed- 
eral government’s 
case to stop inter- 
national flights. 

The Ford gov- 
ernment also 
needs to make a 
humble request to 
Ontarians that in- 
stead of joining 
and participate in 
big parties, 
protests and ral- 
lies, that they re- 
port those events 
to the police and 
cities. 

(And not by 
smirking — while 
implying that the 
populace should 
“snitch” on each 
other, as a certain 
politician did last 
week.) 

We know where 
the major spread- 
ers are, but the 
Ford government 
is totally targeting 
the wrong people 
and following the 
wrong path. 

Expert Dr. Srini- 
vasa Murthy says 
that the Pi 
COVID-19 variant 
spreads two and a 
half times faster. 

The reason for 
its spread is do- 
mestic and foreign 
travel, and Dr. 
Srinivasa has indi- 
cated that it iss 


time to stop 
flights. 
Fellow media 


outlet CBC con- 


tacted Omar Al- 
ghabra, Canada's 
transport minis- 
ter, for comment, 
but the minister 
did not respond. 

More also needs 
to be done to lock- 
down provincial 
and international 
travel, said B.C.- 
based researcher 
Kelly Lee, who 
works at Fraser 
University and is 
trying to correlate 
a direct link be- 
tween COVID-19 
and travel. 

If people travel 
less locally and in- 
ternationally, the 
virus will spread 
less, Lee says. 

Describing 
Canada's interna- 
tional travel policy 
as "Swiss cheese,” 
Lee said _ that 
Canada's interna- 
tional travel policy 
is flawed, and 
states and cities 
are paying the 
price. 

Many countries 
have stopped air 
travel with Brazil 
and India, and 
Canada in turn 
has been labeled a 
“high-risk” area to 
travel to from 
abroad, but the 
Trudeau govern- 
ment is sitting in 
Ottawa not doing 
anything substan- 
tial to address the 
issue. 


BATHTUB REFINISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


We also do renovatton for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 


PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 


CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 


THIS MEANS 


GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 
GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 


—o- 


CONTACT : RALPH: 416-731-3077 


NATIONAL 
VOLUN TEER 


The V: ale 
The Power Of Many 


p 4” 
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We applaud you | 
for your inspiring 
act of kindness! 


PWN April 22, 2021_Layout 1 4/22/2021 1:02 AM Page 10 C3 


nELP 


ORT CREDIT 
SMALL BUSINESSES 


Supporting local Supporting family 


The effects of the Covid — 19 virus have had devastating effects on our society like nothing we have ever 
experienced. 


Our Community is one of connection. 


Our businesses and restaurants are not corporate entities with no personality... the business and restaurant 
owners are our neighbours, friends and family members. 


The very same people who own and operate these amazing establishments have always given back to the 

community. The events and festivals that we enjoy and appreciate are sponsored by the people who own 

these establishments. They put in their time and effort to give back to the community that has supported 
them throughout the year. 


Mississauga Arts festival ... Ribfest ... Mississauga Waterfront festival ... Buskerfest ... Southside Shuffle Blues & 
Jazz Festival are all just some of the ways the business owners give back to the community. 


Even during these uncertain times, they continue to help and give back to organizations that help our most 
vulnerable. 


They are used to helping ... not asking for help! This Is the time when they need our help the most. Please if 
you can... every little bit helps ... join our list of individual and corporate donors who want to help us make 
this happen. 


This fundraiser will be ongoing 
throughout 2021. We have the 
support of the Port Credit BIA to 
help us spread this initiative as Simply a scan away from 


well as The Peterson Team of the GoFundMe page to 


Keller Williams who will donate 
5% of their commissions for 
properties listed and sold in the 
Port Credit/Mineola area. 


make your donation. 
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Leads sought after separate deaths 


in Malton 


Police are looking 
for leads in connec- 
tion with a pair of un- 
related deaths in the 
Goreway and Morn- 
ingstar Drive area. 

Peel Police said Fri- 
day that a male vic- 
tim was discovered 
last Thursday (Apr. 
15) morning in Elm- 
creek Park, around 
8:30 a.m. 

The victim did not 
appear to have any 
signs of trauma, ac- 
cording to a police 
spokesperson. 

The province also 
invoked its mandate 
to call the Special In- 
vestigations Unit 


(SIU) in an unrelated 
incident that took 
place earlier the same 
morning, when a 
male suspect was 
charged with uttering 
threats after being in- 
volved in an “alterca- 
tion” with police near 
the park. 

On Sunday (Apr. 
18), a male victim 
was found with gun- 


shot wounds in a 
home after a nearby 
resident called 9-1-1. 

The victim, whose 
identity was not re- 
leased as of press 


time, was _ pro- 
nounced dead at the 
scene. 


Look for additional 
coverage in an up- 
coming edition of 
Peel Weekly News. 


EE 
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South Mississauga loses two community 


champions 


Residents in south Missis- 
sauga have lost a pair of com- 
munity champions. 

Aldo Lista, the founder of Old 
Credit Brewing Company on 
Mississauga Road, passed away 
peacefully last Thursday at 
Queensway Hospital, at the age 
of 91. 

Lista, a committed business- 
man and volunteer, founded 
Old Credit Brewery in 1994, 
and has been a mainstay at 
events and festivals within the 
community. 

"Aldo embodied the entrepre- 
neurial spirit, building the Old 
Credit Brewing Company into a 
true Mississauga landmark that 
is now known for producing 
some of the highest quality beer 
you can find anywhere. He was 
more than just a small business 


owner - he was a community 
builder, deeply passionate 
about Port Credit and Missis- 
sauga's Italian community. We 
will miss Aldo greatly, but we 
know his legacy will live on for 
years in our city," said Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 

Pat Farrell, a director with the 
Lakeview Ratepayers Group 
and a long-time volunteer for 
local events and _ initiatives, 
passed away on Friday, Apr. 16 
after a battle with cancer. 

“Pat spent numerous years on 
the Board providing a voice for 
the Lakeview community at 
City Hall and within the com- 
munity,” the group said earlier 
this week. “We shall greatly 
miss Pat's humour, no-non- 
sense approach & determina- 
tion.” 


Location: 
113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 


info(a)zestiorliving.ca 


fest for Living 


Port Credit 


This week’s feature video. 


Join us today for shopping in a 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 


° 
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Major funding announced for Brampton 
transit facility 


The wheels on the 
bus will keep goin 
“round and round” 
in Brampton, as the 
city has picked up 
nearly $70 million 
in funding for a 
new bus. storage 
and maintenance 
facility. 

The federal gov- 
ernment, province 
and local represen- 
tatives were on- 
hand virtually last 
Friday to announce 
the funding, which 
will be delivered 
through the Public 
Transit Infrastruc- 
ture Stream of the 
Investing in 
Canada Plan. 

As part of the 
funding deal, the 
city will provide 
more than $46.6 
million, and the 
province will kick 
in an_ additional 
$58.2 million. 

Construction of 


the new facility, 
which is slated to 
be approximately 
400,000 square 
feet, will bring in an 
addition 850 jobs 
per year, along with 
a further 1,000 jobs 
when the facility is 
fully built and oper- 
ating. 

The funding will 
ensure that resi- 
dents have access 
to quality and safe 
public transit op- 
tions for years to 
come, create good 
paying jobs, while 
also creating future 
opportunities for 

reen and low-car- 

on transit sys- 
tems,” said 
Brampton East MP 
Maninder Sidhu. 

The facility will 
include up to 36 
maintenance bays 
and approximately 
40 overhead garage 
doors to accommo- 


date up to 250 stan- 
dard 40 foot equiv- 
alent buses, in 
addition to admin- 
istrative and main- 


tenance support 
space. 
Work for the proj- 


ect also includes in- 
stalling fixed and 
mobile hoists, a ve- 
hicle inspection pit, 
an overhead crane, 
fuel storage and 


dispensing sys- 
tems, vehicle loca- 
tion and_ radio 


system, and backup 


weceeee 


electricity genera- 
tion. 

In a_ statement, 
the city said it con- 
tinues to seek an 
additional $150 
million in addi- 
tional funding to 
electrify the facility. 
Construction is es- 
timated to begin 
next year, and the 
city is currently in 
the process of con- 
ducting an environ- 
ment assessment 
for the project. 


ennee 


Brampton man charged 
after outdoor party 

A27_ year-old a household in the 
Brampton man_area who were not 
has been charged from the same 
in connection with household. 


failing to comply 
with COVID-19 

uidelines, Cale- 

on OPP revealed. 

The charge was 
laid after police 
busted up an out- 
door party being 
held on King 
Street in Caledon 
this past Tuesday. 

Officers arrived 
at the scene after a 
complaint from a 
resident, and lo- 
cated 10 people at 


feeerer oe Tot ts aad 


14th annual golf tournament 


Benefitting The Community Foundation of Mississauga 


The new rules 
set out by the 
province this past 
weekend limit 
gatherings to 
members of one’s 
own household. 

Police later dis- 
covered that sev- 
eral of the 
participants did 
not live at the 
house, though 
most were not for- 
mally charged. 
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O ntario en 
JNTATIO CI 


Each year, on Apr. 
22, we celebrate 
Earth Day. 

Many of us in Peel 
and abroad stop to 
recognize the im- 
portance of con- 
serving our earth in 
a sustainable and 
livable manner. 
Then the day 
passes and perhaps 
we are not so mind- 
ful and not so con- 
siderate of the 
planet. 

We continue in 
our ways that are 
perhaps counter to 
what we all need to 
do to ensure that 
the planet our chil- 
dren and grandchil- 
dren will inherit 
bears some sem- 
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blance to the planet 
we live in. 

The fact is that 
our earth has al- 
ready changed 
under our more re- 
cent guidance and 
we have done too 
little to repair the 
damage. 

Certainly, if we 
compare the earth 
today with the 
earth our grandpar- 
ents bestowed on 
us, we can quickly 
determine there is 
more pollution in 
our air and in our 
oceans and water- 
ways. 

We have con- 
sumed the use of 
our arable and nat- 
ural lands at a rate 


y) 


never seen before. 
We have brought 
multiple creatures 
to extinction or at 
the brink of extinc- 
tion. 

We talk about 
sustainability, but 
have shown little 
inclination in 
changing our ways. 

Not all is lost. 
There is still some 
time to save this 
planet. However, 
we now need to act 
more decisively in 
the battle against 
time and dwindling 
resources. 

This Earth Day we 
are most certainly 
at a turning point. 
We need to under- 
stand that Mother 


Apr. 22, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 14 


Celebrating Earth Day - Do Your Part For The Planet 


by Joe Zammit, Mississauga Climate Action Network 


Earth needs us now 
more than ever. 
Like never before. 
It needs us as we 
consume and throw 
to the ground all 
that helps us get 
through this pan- 
demic. 

It needs us as 
smiling representa- 
tives try to convince 
us that we need 
more highways and 
warehouse devel- 
opments on farm- 
land and 
conservation areas. 

It needs us to stop 
bickering over if the 

lanet has been 

amaged by human 
kind. When it is 
clear to all that 
there is damage 


—wrs 


and it is in need of 
repair. 

It needs us to 
change our ways 
and to concentrate 
on the restoration 
of the planet for our 
life preservation 


and end further de- 
struction. 

Indeed, there is 
no “Planet B.” 


This is it. We are 
sitting on it. 

We _need__sitto 
breathe, we need 
clean water, we 
need to grow food 
in order for us to 
exist. If we con- 
tinue to destroy the 
planet then we re- 
ally are destroying 
ourselves. 


loungewear, slippers, and more. 


Spring is here, leave YOU old bras behind! 


Get a proper fitting, and explore all we have to offer in 


sizes 30-46 band and A-M cup! 


‘Take a moment to pamper yourself and shop lingerie, sleepwear.d,/ 


al 


chouchoucheri.com f= 


—o- 


905-271-7333 
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Drug trafficking sting puts a spotlight on local Punjabis 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Earlier this 
month, the GTA 
was in the news 
when it came to 
light that a drug 
trafficking ring op- 
erating both here 
and in the U.S. was 
busted with the 
help of a York Re- 
gional Police offi- 
cer, whose work 
helped result in 
the arrest of three 
Punjabi youths. 

Ranvir Singh, 38, 
Paramreet Singh, 
55, and Amandeep 
Singh Multani, 33, 
were charged with 
a federal criminal 
charge for conspir- 
ing to distribute 
cocaine, heroin, 
opium, and keta- 
mine based on 
trafficking _net- 
works they were a 
part of, which op- 


erated in and 
around Toronto 
and in Sacra- 


mento, California, 
where the three 
suspects were ar- 


rested and 
charged. 
Authorities allege 


that the three men 
dealt in “anesthet- 


BRAMPTON 


ics with hallucino- 


genic effects" — 
that is, drugs that 
are "sometimes 


used to promote 
the crime of sexual 
assault." 

Even before this, 
hundreds of Pun- 
jabis have been 
jailed for drug 
dealing. 

There is no doubt 
that Punjabi is a 
hardworking na- 
tion. In many 
countries, in every 
corner of the 

lobe, its citizens 


ave earned a 
good reputation 
for their hard work 


and dedication. 
While they have 
prospered abroad, 
they have also 
made _ invaluable 
contributions to 
the local and na- 
tional economy. At 
the same time, 
they have made a 
name for them- 
selves in the reli- 
gious, cultural, 
political, and sci- 
entific fields. 
Punjabis have 
made great strides 
in almost every 
field. Speaking of 
the business sec- 
tor, these people 
are no less repre- 
sented in Canada, 
particularly in 


Peel. 

However, some 
people try to get 
wealthy quickly 
and become in- 
volved in wrong- 
doing. They flout 
the law and engage 
in various illegal 
activities. The 
most prevalent of 
these is the drug 
trade. 

Canada, in par- 
ticular, was ranked 
number one for 
these types of ac- 
tivites. Many Pun- 
jabis here have 
completely im- 
mersed themselves 
in this dark busi- 
ness. Many youths 
of gangs have 
sprung up here. 
Many groups have 
been formed. 
Many lives have 
been lost to these 
gangs, drugs, and 
shootings. 

The image of our 
community that is 
being painted in 
the eyes of the 
world today is un- 
doubtedly worry- 
ing. Checking at 
the US-Canada 
border has been 
made stricter than 
ever, even before 
COVID-19 restric- 


tions came _ into 
play. 
Unfortunately, 


ENTREPRENEURS 


CONNECT 2021 
Spring Series 


April 


7, 14, 


21, 28 


11 am-12 pm 


jails of the USA 
and Canada are 
full of Punjabi 
drug smugglers. 
The manner in 
which Punjabi res- 
idents and their 
vehicles crossing 
at the border are 
specifically 
stopped and scru- 
tinized can un- 
doubtedly explain 
how notorious we 
have become in in- 
telligence and se- 
curity agencies’ 
eyes. 

The aforemen- 
tioned investiga- 
tion into the three 
traffickers in 
Sacramento began 
with support from 
American DEA 


agents operating in 
Ottawa, with coor- 
dination from U.S. 
and Canadian se- 
curity agencies. 

agencies 


Local 


have also sent in- 
vestigatiors to 
Punjab to find a 
solution to the 
problem and crack 
down on gang 
rackets. 

Not only are 
young people in- 
volved in this busi- 
ness, but many 
older individuals, 
children and even 
women are being 
used in this busi- 
ness. Many women 
are also serving 
their sentences in 
various jails. 

These incidents 
are not suitable for 
our Punjabi com- 
munity and place a 
bad light on its cul- 
ture. 

By engaging in 
the wrong busi- 
ness, these people 
defame the Pun- 
jabi community 
and turn a blind 


eye to the world's 
newest Sikh reli- 
gion and its teach- 
ings. 

Everyone wants 
to make money, 
but if it is earned 
with dignity, there 
is no imitation. 

Before getting in- 
volved in this kind 
of business, one 
must think about 
one's elders, fam- 
ily, and future gen- 
erations. 

It is better to live 
and buy with your 
hard-earned 
money rather than 
putting yourself 
and your family in 
trouble and face 
the community 
and the North 
American people. 

With any luck, 
incidents and in- 


vestigations like 
this will be a thing 
of the past. 


PROUDLY PRESENTED BY: 


Meridian 
ae 
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Ford wants a banana republic - but there are no bananas 


Alex 


Gregory 


Talk about being 
caught between a 
rock and a_ hard 
place. 

After a disastrous 
attempt at policing 
their way out of a 
pandemic, which 
subsequently pro- 
vided their opposi- 


tion all the 
ammunition they 
needed — no pun 
intended —_ to 


rightly call them 
out, the PC Party 
finds itself playing 
catchup amid a 
wave of negative 
press caused by 
what I can charita- 
bly describe as one 
of the worst provin- 
cial press confer- 
ences in_ recent 
memory. 

At least the last 
time a province was 
this rudderless — 
during Wynne’s era 
— the dissatisfac- 
tion and attempts to 
have candidates dis- 
tance themselves 
from their sitting 
leader happened in 
hallways and_ in 
front of homes dur- 
ing the campaign 
trail. 

They didn’t have a 
sitting caucus col- 
lectively blasting the 
Premier in the press 


for “losing the plot,” 
nor did they have 
sitting MPPs out- 
right come out, as 
Roman Baber and 
Christina Mitas did 
this weekend, to 
publicly rally their 
own members in de- 
fiance of Ford’s 
measures. 

I should congratu- 
late Ford. He has 
done the impossible 
-- allied every single 
provincial party, in- 
cluding his own, in 
unison against him. 
Truly a modern po- 
litical miracle. 

It takes a certain 
degree of deliberate 
pre-planning to 
screw up a _ press 
conference in such a 
spectacular fashion 
that it causes big 
city mayors and 
every municipal po- 
lice force to speak 
out against you. 
That takes skill. 

I sat and watched 
as the purported 
leader and his inner 
circle of an entire 
province gaslit the 
population, and 
blamed them for the 
failings of the gov- 
ernment. 

Rarely have I seen 
an act so inept and 
so tone-deaf that it 
was responsible for 
mangling an entire 
political party, and 
I've seen a lot in my 
career. 

A Prime Minister 


Summer 


Build your dream business + 


? 


For Ontario students (15 - 29 yrs old) 
FREE business mentorship and training 


who spent a not-in- 
significant portion 
of his second term 
writing -- and pro- 
moting -- a hockey 
book. A leader who 
botched a planned 
coalition and _ his 
own party by mak- 
ing a reaction video 
that looked like it 
was filmed on a po- 
tato. 

Wynne’s approval 
numbers were so 
low in 2019 that she 
functionally gave up 
in the eleventh hour 
and begged people 
to save her candi- 
dates. Our current 
Prime Minister, 
whose antics and 
scandals are so 
commonplace _ that 
they barely warrant 
a mention anymore. 

Expecting munici- 
pal/regional police 
forces across this 
province to conduct 
random checks 
without a reason 
was never going to 
fly, and I’m sur- 
prised it got past the 
drawing board. 

Nevermind how 
difficult it already is 
to keep a lid on the 
major incidents 
within the region — 
protestors attempt- 
ing to replicate a 
Caledonia-style 
blockade in Malton 
earlier this month is 
evidence enough of 
that. 

Ford’s law would 


Opportunity to apply for a $3000 grant for your 


business 


Ontario @ 


Brampton 
Entrepreneur Centre 
+ Co-working Space 


@ BRAMPTON 


be shut down or 
thrown out the mo- 
ment a resident in a 
marginalized neigh- 
bourhood gets tick- 
eted $750 for being 
out on a walk. 

Non-essential 
construction re- 
stricted? Any com- 
pany worth its salt 
already had multi- 
ple permits lined up 
for just this circum- 
stance. 

Not enough vac- 
cines to go around? 
You could have nav- 
igated to a message 
board last week 
where people were 
posting locations of 


pharmacies that 
needed to offload 
doses of As- 


traZeneca set to ex- 
pire. Thousands of 
such doses, in fact. 

"Literally every 
dose is going into an 
arm" was such a 
bold-faced lie that 
I'm amazed anyone 
bought it, and it’s no 
wonder the _ feds 
stepped in to clarify 
that there was noth- 
ing stopping the PCs 
from lowering the 
age limit. 

Minister of Labour 
Monte McNaughton 
proudly claiming 
that the province is 
doing "everything it 
can" to protect 
manufacturing and 
warehouses? 

Call me when you 
have a credible plan 


CONTACT RON - 647-339-2223 


COST: FREE 


to put mobile vac- 
cine clinics outside 
warehouses, or ac- 
tively mandate that 
frontline workers 
take the shot. 

Let’s also be clear 
here. Dr. Lawrence 
Loh’s revised policy 
to shut down work- 
places that have ac- 
tive outbreaks is 
something that 
should have been 
done a year ago. 
You don’t get full 
marks for turning in 
your term paper a 
day after the dead- 
line. 

Where was _ this 
kind of response 
when the Bolton 
Amazon fulfillment 
centre had its major 
outbreak last year? 
Or Maple Lodge 
Farms? Or the 
major meat packers 
in Brampton? 

Besides, unless 
you're planning to 
shut down _busi- 
nesses that so criti- 
cal to the province 
and country (like 
the aforementioned 
Canada Post), this 
still isn’t enough. 

(And the less said 
about the HUF Gym 
on Dundas Street, 
the better.) 

Playgrounds and 
skate parks were 
also closed _ off, 
prompting Bramp- 
ton Mayor Patrick 
Brown to take the 
unprecedented step 


of publicly calling 
on his staff to re- 
search how to refuse 
the provincial order. 

Ford’s attempt to 
institute such re- 
strictions and 
guidelines in the 
province has given 
us a black eye — you 
don’t have to look 
further than the 
Washington Post, a 
major U.S. publica- 
tion, outright calling 
for his resignation. 

This province and 
its people have a 
right to be angry. 
Ford blamed the 
populace for his 
government’s own 
mismanagement, 
and was then forced 
to backtrack when 
both the authorities 
and the populace 
collectively told hm 
to pound sand. 

If nothing else, I 
am immensely 
proud of our local 
police forces, in- 
cluding Peel Police, 
for taking a stand 
against such non- 
sensical policy- 
making. 

I hope, going for- 
ward, that this is a 
significant learning 
lesson for Ford’s 
MPPs — and that 
when the time 
comes, we make the 
choice for our next 


government with 
clear minds and 
wide eyes. 


CACD SPRING PROGRAM 
EDUCATIONAL & 
EMPLOYMENT 
AND OCCUPATIONAL 


DEVELOPMENT 
APRIL 4TH TO JUNE 30TH 


THE PROJECT MAIN 
SIX COMPONENTS 


Improve Academic and Educational 
skills Development/Health and Wellness 


Employment and Occupational Development 


- 


Leadership and Mentorship 


Digital Literacy & Innovation 
skills for future jobs 


Black Canadian History/Anti-Black Racism and 


Discrimination 


Start-up Business, Entrepreneurship & Financial 


Literacy 
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Individuals fined in connection with March mask protests 


Three individuals have been 
charged in connection with 
an anti-mask rally that took 
place in Mississauga’s down- 
town core last month. 

11 Division’s Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau said late 
last week that the fines were 
given to individuals taking 
part in a protest organized by 
the group “Stand4Thee” on 
Mar. 20, during an anti-mask 
rally held at Duke of York 
Boulevard and City Centre 
Drive, which attracted more 
than 100 participants. 


eLaunch 2021 | 


A35 year-old male from 
Oakville, a 43 year-old resi- 
dent from Burlington and a 
30 year-old male from Lin- 
coln were all charged $880 
for failing to comply under 
current COVID-19 restric- 
tions. 

Three days later, the 35 
year-old male suspect was 
given a second fine for taking 
part in a protest held at the 
corner of Hurontario Street 
and Matheson Boulevard, 
which was organized to 
protest current COVID-19 


protocols for the school sys- 
tem. 

According to police, investi- 
gators are looking for addi- 
tional 


participants in the 


5 


rally, and fines are pending. 
Anyone with information 
regarding the protests are 
asked to call police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 1133. 


March 13 - May 24 


Artists: 


MJ Brunet, Ellen Cameron, Stella Capogna, 
Kasia Charko, Eunah Cho, Marnie Cooke, Helen Duplassia, 
Alice M. Edwards, Del Foxton, Kayla Jackson, George Kuipers, 
Brenda LaRose, Iris Ranieri, Anne Schnurr 


www.headwatersarts.com 
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Safe Centre of Peel partners with Regional council boosts 
IPV unit to promote new response 


model 


by Alex Gregory 

Safe Centre of 
Peel (SCoP) will 
partner with an es- 
tablished unit or- 
ganized by Peel 
Police to help pro- 
mote positive 
change and support 
at all levels. 

The centre said 
this week that the 
Intimate Partner 
Violence Unit, 
which is a special- 
ized unit run by the 
force, will partner 
with SCoP, with the 
intent to bolster 
services for victims 
of intimate partner 
violence such as 
housing assistance, 
legal support and 
high-risk case man- 
agement. 

“The goal of 
SCoP’s _ partner- 
ships is to provide 
an array of different 
services in one loca- 
tion, creating a con- 
tinuum of care with 
consistent, seam- 
less integration,” 
said Catholic Fam- 
ily Services Peel - 


Dufferin CEO 
Sharon Mayne- 
Devine. “Police 


have long been an 
important partner, 


and we are de- 
lighted to welcome 
the new IPV Unit to 
our home at the 
Davis Centre (in 
Bram pto mm). 
Through close col- 
laboration with all 
of our partners, we 
provide compas- 
sionate support to 
help victims and 
their families heal, 
and ultimately cre- 
ate a safer commu- 


Catholic Family 
Services Peel — Duf- 
ferin is SCoP’s lead 
agency, and will 
help oversee the in- 
tegration of Peel 
Police’s services 
with their suite of 
supports. 

Officers in the IPV 
Unit have received 
special training in 
anti-racism and 
culturally appropri- 
ate and sensitive re- 
sponses, domestic 
violence and sexual 
assault investiga- 
tion, victim care 
and management, 
and interviewing 
children, to offer 
better care and sup- 
port to survivors 
through an en- 


hanced, trauma-in- 
formed approach. 
“It takes a great 
deal of courage for 
survivors of vio- 
lence to reach out 
for help. At the Safe 
Centre of Peel, it is 
our goal to create a 
safe space for them, 
where they can ac- 
cess culturally re- 
sponsive services 
that are suited to 
their personal situ- 
ation. Through this 
collaboration with 
police, we hope to 
make the process 
easier and less in- 
timidating for those 
clients who choose 
to involve law en- 
forcement in their 
case,” said Shelina 
Jeshani, co-chair of 
the Safe Centre of 


Peel Advisory Com- 
mittee. 

Due to the 
COVID-19 __ pan- 


demic, services for 
victims are being 
offered _ virtually, 
and residents are 
asked to call (905) 
450-4650 or the 
Victim Services of 
Peel’s 24-hour cri- 
sis line at (905) 
568-1068 for help. 


a 
ag 


paramedics with funding 


Peel Regional 
Council will work 
to Building an 
Enhanced Com- 
munity Paramedi- 
cine Program in 
Peel with a major 
funding boost. 

Regional Coun- 
cillors passed a 
resolution at a 
regular meeting 
earlier this month 
to endorse the ap- 
proach to an En- 
hanced 


Community Para- 
medicine Pro- 
gram with 


provincial fund- 
ing, as outlined in 
the report titled 
“Building an En- 
hanced Commu- 
nity Paramedicine 
Program in Peel.” 

Councillors also 
approved a 
$3,000,000__in- 
crease to the ex- 
penditures and 
revenue of the 
2021 operating 


budget for Para- 
medic Services. 
Community 
paramedicine 
programs offer an 
expanded pri- 
mary care role for 
paramedics to 
help address 
health system 
pressures and 
contribute to 
overall system ef- 
ficiency. 
Councillors said 
earlier this month 


that has been 
growing interest 
in community 


paramedicine 
programs by the 
provincial Ov- 
ernment, and by 
municipal para- 
medic services 
and their health 
system partners 
across Ontario. 
New provincial 
funding of $9.75 
million, an- 
nounced in 2021 
and available for 


use until Mar. 31, 
2024, will provide 


an opportunity 
for Paramedic 
Services to ex- 


pand region-wide 


baseline pro- 
gramming _ tar- 
geted at 


individuals on the 
Long Term Care 
waitlist and indi- 
viduals _ eligible, 
or soon to be eli- 
gible for the wait- 
list. 

This expansion 
will enable im- 
proved capacity 
to respond to 
emerging health 
needs of resi- 
dents, councillors 
said during the 
discussion. 

Look for addi- 
tional coverage of 
this story in up- 
coming issues of 
Peel Weekly 
News. 


CELEBRATE NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 
MAY 1-7 | #NYW905 | Join us online 
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LTC homes clear the air as infrastructure grants announced 


by Alex Gregory 


Apair of long- 
term homes in 
Peel have received 
federal and 
provincial funding 
to boost air filtra- 
tion within their 
respective facili- 
ties. 

Grace Manor in 
Brampton and 
Sheridan Villa in 
Mississauga will 
receive the fund- 
ing as part of a 
major investment 
into a -term 
care omes 
throughout the 
province, Infra- 
structure Minister 
Catherine 
McKenna an- 
nounced late last 
week. 

More than $99 
million in funding 
is being poured 
into 95 LTC proj- 
ects throughout 
the country, with 
Grace Manor re- 


ceiving $520,000 
in federal and 
$130,000 in 
provincial funding 
to improve air 
quality by in- 
stalling a new air 
filtration system 
and install minor 
upgrades to the fa- 
cility, while Sheri- 
dan Villa’ will 
receive $116,800 
in federal and 
$29,200 in 
provincial funding 
to upgrade various 
aspects of its heat- 
ing and ventilation 
(HVAC) units, 
along with up- 
grading fire panels 
and installing pro- 
tective barriers to 
support potential 
exposure, support 
containment and 
prevent the spread 
of viruses. 
McKenna _ said 
that communities 
and LTC homes 


across the country 
need immediate 
assistance to en- 
sure their public 
infrastructure is 
safe and reliable. 
"As we continue 
to battle this cri- 


sis, upgrading 
ventilation —sys- 
tems to ensure 


cleaner air in On- 
tario's long-term 
care homes will be 
critical to the 
health and safety 
of residents and 
the people that 
care for them,” 
said McKenna. 

The province is 
providing approx- 
imately 20 per 
cent of funding to- 
wards both the 
local and provin- 
cial projects 
through the 
COVID-19 Re- 
silience Stream of 
the Investing in 
Canada Infra- 


structure Pro- 

gram. 
Investments in 

the health and 


wellness of Ontar- 
lans are more crit- 
ical than ever, said 
provincial Infra- 
structure Minister 


Scott. 
air 


Laurie 
“Supporting 


quality and other 
infrastructure 
projects in long- 
term care homes 
helps to protect 
our communities, 
making 


them 


stronger, healthier 
and safer. That is 
why Ontario is 
making this in- 
vestment to pro- 
tect our health and 
our economy.” 


Local pharmacies rollout COVID-19 shots as age limit lowers 


Talk 


We're he 


On the heels of 
an announce- 
ment by _ the 
province to make 
the AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 __vac- 
cine available to 
residents aged 40 
and over, select 
pharmacies in 
Peel and other re- 
pou are making 

e shots avail- 
able. 

Shoppers Drug 
Mart said Tues- 
day that the new 
guidelines open 
up the vaccine to 
more people who 
want it, particu- 
larly within 
hotspot areas of 
the region im- 
pacted by the 
virus. 

As of Wednes- 
day, 20 Shoppers 


locations 
throughout the 
GTA will offer the 
AstraZeneca vac- 
cine, with phar- 
macies also 
enabled to offer 
walk-in services 
for those who re- 
quest a shot. 
Pharmacies that 
now offer the As- 
traZeneca vaccine 
include locations 
at 1 Kennedy 
Road South, 25 
Great Lakes 
Drive, 10661 
Chinguacousy 
(Building C), 160 
Main Street 
South and 49 
Mountainash 
Road in Bramp- 
ton; and 2470 
Hurontario Street 
in Mississauga. 
In a statement, 


the province said 
that when it re- 
celves more vac- 
cine supply from 
the federal gov- 
ernment, it will 
expand 24/7 
COVID-19 vacci- 
nations to addi- 
tional hot spot 
areas. 

All eligible indi- 
viduals can find a 
local pharmacy 
location offerin 
vaccines throug 
Ontario. ee 
macycovidvac- 
cine. 

Availability is 
contingent on 
available supply 
and incoming 
shipments, _ the 
province said this 
past weekend. 


PWN April 22, 2021_Layout 1 4/22/2021 1:03 AM Page 20 


—e— 


Apr. 22, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 20 


Athleta rolls out Canadian presence with e-commerce, stores 


by Alex Gregory 

San Francisco- billed asthe com- Canada and bring 
based lifestyle pany’s first foray them a differenti- 
brand Athleta will outside the U.S., ated and inclusive 
come to local and builds on a offering in the 


stores in Peel and 
the GTA later this 
year, as the com- 
pany expands out- 
side the United 
States. 

The brand, a 
subsidiary of GAP 
Inc., announced 
Tuesday that it 
would be launch- 
ing an  e-com- 
merce store later 
this summer, fol- 
lowing by physical 
retail stores in 
Ontario, British 
Columbia and 
other sites to be 
announced, and 
distribution to be 
handled at GAP’s 
major fulfillment 
centre in Bramp- 
ton. 


The move is 


brand that was 
founded 33 years 
ago as a female- 
first clothing line, 
founded and de- 
signed by women. 

Athleta __ presi- 
dent and CEO 
Mary Beth 
Laughton said this 
week that interna- 
tional expansion 
will be a key com- 


ponent of the 
brand’s growth 
strategy, as_ it 


seeks to reach two 
billion dollars in 
net sales by 2023. 
"As a purpose-dri- 
ven brand, we are 
excited to expand 
our community of 
empowered and 
confident women 
and girls__—ito 


performance 
lifestyle category." 

The | company 
currently operates 
over 200 stores in 
the U.S., and is 
also looking to ex- 
pand into fran- 
chise stores and 


wholesale _ part- 
nerships, said 
Laughton. 


In 2020, Athleta 
surpassed one bil- 
lion dollars in net 
sales and had 16 
per cent annual 
sales growth, ac- 
cording to a state- 
ment. 

70 per cent of 
the company’s 
product is also 
made from _ sus- 
tainable materi- 
als. 


Habite 


Habj; 
Habito Habito.” 
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490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 
e volunteer 


e donate funds or food 
e hold a food drive 
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Roche Canada gets greenlight for 
atrophy drug 


Mississauga’s 
Roche Canada has 
received the seal 
of approval from 
Health Canada for 
the drug Evrysdi 
(risdiplam), 
which aims to 
provide major 
treatment for 
spinal muscular 
atrophy (SMA) in 
adults and chil- 
dren. 

The local drug- 
maker said Tues- 
day that the new 
at-home _ treat- 
ment, which has 
been cleared for 
use for patients 
aged two months 
and older, helps 
fight muscular at- 


rophy by creating 
"SMN _ protein," 
which is essential 
to the function of 
nerves that con- 
trol muscles and 
movement. 

The treatment is 
administered 
once daily by 
mouth or feeding 
tube, and was ap- 
proved after data 
from two major 
clinical trials rep- 
resenting a broad 
assortment of pa- 
tients. 

SMA is a pro- 
gressive neuro- 
mus ewlar 
condition that af- 
fects the nerve 
cells in the spinal 


cord and impacts 
the muscles used 
for activities such 
as breathing, eat- 
ing, crawling and 
walking. 

It affects ap- 
proximately one 
in 6,000 babies 
born, and about 
one in 40 people 
are genetic carri- 
ers. 

In a statement 


Tuesday, Cure 
SMA Quebec co- 
president Amy 


Loignon said that 
despite the treat- 
ments for SMA 
currently avail- 
able, a number of 
Canadians remain 
without treatment 


NDC 50242-175-07 


Evrysdi™ 
(risdiplam) 
for oral solution 


Aftention pharmacist: Ev 
constituted with 


must be 
water pror to dispensing. 


80 mL (2.71 # ox) total volume after constrution 


Rony 


Genentech ; 


and a large per- 
centage do not 
have access to ex- 
isting ones due to 
their age, state of 
health or due to 
the complexity of 
administering 
treatment in a 
hospital setting. 
"This situation is 
especially exacer- 
bated by COVID- 
19 and the burden 
caused by it,” said 
Loignon. “We are 
leased to see this 
irst oral treat- 
ment for SMA, 
giving these pa- 
tients hope that 
their condition 
may stabilize and 
even improve.” 


Brampton MP responds 
to federal budget 


Brampton 
North MP Ruby 
Sahota said that 
this week’s fed- 
eral budget will 
ensure a robust 
economic recov- 
ery for all Cana- 
dians. 

“The COVID-19 
recession is the 
steepest and 
fastest economic 
contraction since 
the Great De- 
pression. It has 
disproportion- 
ately affected 
low-wage work- 
ers, young peo- 
ple, women, and 
racialized Cana- 
dians. For busi- 
nesses, it has 
been a two-speed 
recession, with 
some finding 
ways to prosper 


and grow, but 
many busi- 
nesses—espe- 
cially small 


businesses— 
fighting to sur- 
vive,” said Sa- 
hota. 

“Budget 2021 is 
an historic in- 
vestment to ad- 
dress the specific 
wounds of the 
COVID-19 reces- 
sion, put people 
first, create jobs, 
grow the middle 


class, set busi- 
nesses on a track 
for long-term 


growth, and en- 
sure that 
Canada’s future 
will be healthier, 
more equitable, 
greener, and 
more __ prosper- 
ous.” 
Vaccine rollout 
is underway 
across Canada, 
also with federal 
government sup- 
port in every 
province and ter- 
ritory, she ex- 
plained, and the 
new budget in- 
vests in Canada’s 
bio-manufactur- 
ing and life sci- 
ences sector to 
rebuild domestic 
vaccine manu- 
facturing capac- 
ity, and has a 
plan to put in 
place national 
standards for 
long-term care 
and mental 
health services. 
“This budget is 
about _ finishing 
the fight against 
COVID-19. It’s 
about healing the 
wounds left by 
the COVID-19 re- 
cession. And it’s 
about creating 
more jobs and 
prosperity for 
Canadians in the 
days—and 
decades—to 
come,” said Sa- 
hota. 


BBOT's Open Door Discussions 


Join the conversation. 
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Supports Welcomed for Business, Communities and Growth 


by Brampton Board of Trade, Special 


This week, 
Brampton Board of 
Trade CEO Todd 
Letts, released the 
following statement 
in response to the 


Government of 
Canada’s 2021 
Budget. 


“Today, the Goy- 
ernment of Canada 
released a historic 
budget at a time 
when Canadians 
need it most,” said 
Letts, “Canada’s 
2021 Budget gives 
businesses in 
Brampton the 
much-needed sup- 
ports to help 
weather the current 
health crisis and 
lays the foundation 
for a strong and in- 
clusive economic 
recovery.” 

“I echo’ Perrin 
Beatty, President 


and CEO of the 
Canadian Chamber 


of Commerce: The 
Budget’s focus on 
growth and jobs is 
an important step 
towards our eco- 
nomic recovery, but 
our growth drivers 
will need to shift 
from public spend- 
ing to private in- 
vestment to help 
get our finances 
under control. The 
plan to reduce 
deficits over the 
coming years is im- 
portant, but it will 
depend on meeting 
our growth target,” 
said Rocco Rossi, 
President and CEO 
of the Ontario 
Chamber of Com- 
merce (OCC). 

In 2021, Ontario 
will continue to 
grapple with the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic and its eco- 
nomic fallout. 
Leading up_ to 


Canada’s 2021 
Budget, the OCC 
called for policies 
that will foster eco- 
nomic _ resiliency 
within our health 
care system and 
among those hit 
hardest by the pan- 
demic such as small 


businesses, women, 
and racialized 
groups. 


“Leading up to 
Budget 2021, the 
Brampton Board of 
Trade and OCC 
urged federal and 
provincial govern- 
ments to invest in 
the long-term af- 
fordability and ac- 
cessibility of child 
care and address 
the shortage of 
early childhood ed- 
ucators. We _ are 
pleased with the 


Government of 
Canada’s historic 
investments and 


commitment to 
working closely 
with the provinces 
and territories on 
program design and 
delivery, as recom- 
mended in our re- 
port, The 
She-Covery Project: 
Confronting the 
Gendered Eco- 
nomic Impacts of 
COVID-19 in On- 
tario,” added Letts. 

Some of the meas- 
ures welcomed by 
Brampton busi- 
nesses in Canada’s 
2021 Budget in- 
clude: 

- Program exten- 
sions: As employers 
and workers con- 


tinue confronting 
the headwinds of 
the pandemic, 


Budget 2021 com- 
mits to extending 
various business 
supports, including 
the Canada Emer- 


gency Wage Sub- 
sidy and the 
Canada Emergency 
Rent Subsidy. 
Financing for 
small business and 
entrepreneurs: 
When small busi- 
nesses thrive; com- 
munities thrive. 

Entrepreneurs, 
particularly women 
and racialized com- 
munities face sev- 
eral barriers’ to 
growth. We _ are 
pleased to see addi- 
tional access to cap- 
ital for — small 
business and entre- 
preneurs through 
initiatives such as 
the enhancement of 
the Canada Small 
Business Financing 
Program and re- 
sources to support 
diverse Canadian 
entrepreneurs. 

- Digital Adoption 
Program: This is an 
innovative program 
that will help create 
jobs for young peo- 
ple and help small 
business adopt new 
digital technologies 
which will be im- 
portant to get our 
economy moving. 

Regional Sup- 
ports: COVID-19 is 
having uneven im- 
pacts on different 
regions of Ontario, 
accentuating exist- 
ing disparities. Re- 
covery will look 
different for each 
community. 

As many small 
business owners do 
not qualify for 
other support pro- 
grams and_= are 
starved for capital, 


additional supports 
through several re- 
gional economic de- 
velopment agencies 
are welcome. 

- Further supports 
in broadband infra- 
structure: The pan- 
demic has 
exacerbated the 
digital divide for 
people and _ busi- 
nesses, particularly 
in remote and rural 
communities. 

Further commit- 
ment to connect all 
Canadians, includ- 
ing businesses, to 
reliable broadband 
is welcome news. 

- Child care:Child 
care can act as an 
economic equalizer 
to parents and 
mothers. Afford- 
able and accessible 
child care can help 
level the economic 
playing field for 
families. 

- Diversity and in- 
clusion in procure- 
ment: There is both 
economic and so- 
cial value in making 
our supply chains 
more diverse and 
inclusive. 

We welcome the 
Government of 
Canada’s commit- 
ment to modernize 
their procurement 
processes to expand 
opportunities for 
diverse businesses 
and suppliers that 
champion diversity. 
Changing the in- 
centive structures is 
the most powerful 
way to change out- 
comes. 
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Live Virtual Culinary Experience 
y, May 20, 2021 | 6 pm - 7:30 pm 
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In the age of COVID-19, how can virtual technology help us? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


In the COVID-19 
era, much of the 
work, jobs, confer- 
ences and education 
— by choice or by 


force — is moving 
into the virtual 
sphere? 


The term "virtual" 
brings to mind in- 
stances of past tech 
like “virtual inter- 
faces” or “virtual re- 
ality” 

Real virtual reality 
creates the illusion 
of being in a differ- 
ent space. You can 
use it for training, 
treatment and com- 
munication. 

Essentially, the fact 
is that a virtual space 
is simply an illusory 
setting, crafted to 
provide customers 
with the perception 
of being someplace 
apart from where 
they are. 

As you sit safely in 
your house, an on- 
line virtual experi- 
ence can deliver you 
to a football game, a 
rock concert, a sub- 
marine checking out 
the depths of the sea 
or a space terminal 
orbiting Jupiter. 

It enables the indi- 
vidual to ride a 
camel around the 
Great Pyramids, fly 


jets, or take part in 
unique experiences 
from the comfort of 
their own living 
room. 

Business meetings 
or training seminars 
in other countries 
used to be held face 
to face by visiting 
each other's coun- 
tries. Now, because 
of the pandemic, it’s 
all moved to virtual. 

For example, U.S. 
President Joe Biden 
called a two-day vir- 
tual meeting on the 
environment on Apr. 
22. 

Leaders from 40 
countries attended 
the conference. With 
this virtual technol- 
ogy these days, any- 
body can see the 
world without moy- 
ing out from their 
home. 

These days, it's 
easily carried out 
with many more 
people than would fit 
in any _ physical 
space. Not only that, 
but the money also 
saved on air travel, 
hotel fees, travel 
fares would be 
tremendous, not to 
mention the time 
saved travelling, has 
a noticeable effect on 
one’s wallet. 


Holidaymakers 
would still travel, of 
course. How else can 
you really be there 
without going in re- 
ality? 

Education has also 
moved to the virtual 
spac. Here in 
Canada, the province 
of Ontario first 
moved the March 
break from March to 
Apr. 12. 

As soon as that 
date came, schools 
were going to reopen 
Apr. 19, but due to 


rising COVID-19 
cases, education 
minister Stephen 
Lecce announced 


that further school- 
ing for the year 
would be virtual- 
only. 

So, what is this vir- 
tual technology? 

A virtual private 
network is an en- 
crypted connection 
to the Internet from 
a device to a net- 
work. This encrypted 
connection ensures 
that sensitive data is 


transmitted se- 
curely. 
This prevents 


unauthorized people 
from viewing this 
sensitive data. It also 
allows you to work 
from a distance. 


Virtual private net- 
works (VPN) pro- 
vide you with online 
privacy and 
anonymity by mak- 
ing public networks 
a private network. 

How it works: A 
VPN creates a point- 
to-point connection 
through a tunnel. It 
cannot be used by 
unauthorized users. 

The client (a soft- 
ware _ application) 
must be working. 
The user does not 
need to pay attention 
to it unless its per- 
formance is affected. 

Performance is af- 
fected by many fac- 
tors such as the 
speed of the user's 
Internet connection, 
the types of proto- 
cols used by the In- 
ternet service 
provider, the types 
of encryption used, 
and so on. 

There are several 
types of VPN con- 
nections: 

Remote Access 
VPN: - AVPN on Re- 
mote Access Client 
Organization Net- 
work. Gateways con- 
nect to the server. 
The gateway needs 
to check the authen- 
ticity of the device 
before granting ac- 


cess to internal net- 
work resources. This 
type generally relies 
on IPSAC and Se- 
cure Sockets Layer 
protocols. 

Site-to-site VPN: 
This type of VPN 
uses a gateway to 
connect the entire 
network of one place 
to the network of an- 
other place. Devices 
can be connected to 
a VPN in a remote 
location. Clients are 
not needed because 
the gateway handles 
them. 

Mobile VPN: This 
type of VPN includes 
a server that is sub- 
ject to a company 
network that pro- 
vides secure tunnel 
access to authenti- 
cated users. 

Hardware VPN: 
Hardware VPN, in 
addition to provid- 
ing greater security, 
provides load _ bal- 
ancing for larger 
client loads. It man- 
ages the administra- 
tion with a web 
browser. 

VPN Equipment: 
Also called a gateway 
device, it is a net- 
work device with en- 
hanced security 
features. This is a se- 
cure socket layer 
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VPN. The device in 
the form of a router 
VPN. It provides se- 
curity, privileges, au- 
thentication and 
encryption. 

Private Networks: 
A dynamic multi- 
point virtual private 
network that ex- 
changes data _be- 
tween websites at 
router and organiza- 
tion headquarters. 

An Active Multi- 
point Virtual Private 
Network is a fake 
VPN. It creates a 
service that supports 
VPN, and works on 
routers and firewall 
concentrators. 

VPN Reconnect: A 
feature of Windows 7 
and Windows Server 
2008 R2 that keeps 
a virtual private net- 
work connection 
open even after a 
short interval of In- 
ternet service so that 
the user can recon- 
nect to the virtual 
private network. 

These are slightly 
complex terms, but 
they represent the 
future of virtual con- 
nectivity — and can 
help us access meet- 
ings, experiences 
and more with the 
push of a button. 
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SPORTS 


Mississauga Marathon once again virtual for 2021 


It’s one small step 
and one a run 
— virtually — as 
runners across the 
province and be- 
yond can compete 
online for the best 
times during the 
2021 Mississauga 
Marathon, which 
runs from May 1 - 


31. 

As COVID-19 
provincial restric- 
tions are still being 
observed through 
the month, this 
year’s marathon 
will once again be 
held as a virtual 
event, following 
the advice of Peel 
Public Health, Peel 
Regional Police 
and the City of 
Mississauga. 

Those who were 
registered for the 
2020 Mississauga 
Marathon had 
their registration 
deferred to this 
year’s event, which 
includes a selection 
of scenic — and 
self-guided runs 
that can be taken 


alone, as the or- 
ganization changed 
tactics due to ongo- 
ing restrictions. 
The Marathon, 
held on the first 
weekend of May 
each year, has been 
a staple of the 
spring running cal- 
endar since its in- 
ception in 2003. 
The race typically 
showcases the gor- 
geous waterfront 
trails, iconic Port 
Credit Lighthouse, 
and neighborhoods 
from Square One 
to Lakefront Prom- 
enade Park. 
Instead of run- 
ning the set course 
on race day along- 
side thousands of 
other runners, the 
2021 Virtual Mis- 
sissauga Marathon 
runners will have 
the chance to run 
or walk their pre- 
ferred distance on 
their own, safely, 
and at a distance 
from others, and 
upload their time 
to the Mississauga 


Marathon leader- 
board. 

For many virtual 
runners, this free- 
dom is welcomed, 
as runners can 
complete their 
event at home on 
the treadmill or 
outside around 
their neighbor- 
hood. Runners can 
even try their hand 
at one of their 
favourite Milissis- 
sauga Marathon 


race routes (while 


abiding by all 
health and traffic 
guidelines) in the 
2K, 5K, 10K, Half 
Marathon, or Full 
Marathon. 

Since runners 
won't be able to ex- 
perience the same 
race day festivities 
as are typical each 
spring at the Mis- 
sissauga Marathon, 
organizers have 
put together a race 
kit which includes 
the official 2021 


Mississauga 
Marathon medal, a 
race bib and fin- 
isher’s certificate, 
coupons, prize 
draws, and more. 

Organizers told 
Peel Weekly News 
earlier this year 
that Puma has also 
provided a high- 
performance t- 
shirt as part of 
each_ participant’s 
race kit. 

Although  thou- 
sands of runners 


Celebrity. Ego. InstaFame. 


April 12 - June 12, 2021 


won't pack the 
start lines _ this 
spring for the an- 
nual Mississauga 
Marathon, the vir- 
tual experience 
promises to be just 
as special for expe- 
rienced and new 
runners alike. 

For more infor- 
mation and to reg- 
ister, visit the race 
website at missis- 
saugamarathon.co 
m. 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Pride celebrations in Peel make date change to June 


by Alex Gregory 

A yearly celebra- 
tion will switch 
gears this year, as 
it moves to align 
with other activi- 
ties across Peel. 

The Region of 
Peel announced 
Tuesday that the 
annual Peel Pride 
celebrations would 
move from their 
regular July time- 
frame to June, in 
order to “enjoy ac- 
tivities across all 
Greater Toronto 
Area (GTA) re- 
gions, while still 
maintaining flexi- 
bility, creativity 
and ownership of 
events that are 
meaningful to the 
local community.” 

The decision to 
move the annual 
events, which in- 
cluded __ flag-rais- 
ings, programming 


and other activi- 
ties, came after 
Peel Regional 
Council voted in 
February to move 
the event to be 
more in line with 
other Pride Month 
activities taking 
place in the GTA. 

Taking over from 
the Peel Pride 
Committee, which 
previously hosted 
Pride events in 
Peel, regional may- 
ors said Monday 
that the aligned 
date change will 
improve activities 
and offer more 
choices to resi- 
dents celebrating 
Pride Month in the 
GTA. 

“It’s important to 
recognize and cele- 
brate our diversity 
and it is our re- 
sponsibility as 


community leaders 
to create inclusive 
and caring com- 
munities,” said 
Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson 
earlier this week, 
who thanked local 
organization Cale- 
don PRIDE for 
helping to host 
events and activi- 
ties. We will con- 
tinue to do all we 
can to support and 
promote pride ini- 
tiatives here in 
Caledon and across 
Peel Region.” — 
Mayor Allan 
Thompson 
Activities and 
programming are 
still set to be an- 
nounced, though 
regional represen- 
tatives said pro- 
gramming will 
“celebrate and rec- 
ognize the diversity 


of our LGBTQ2S+ 
communities,” 
while still main- 
taining health and 
safety — protocols 


during the COVID- 
19 pandemic. 


“As we continue 
to prioritize com- 
munity vaccination 
in response’ to 
COVID-19, we will 
find different ways 
to celebrate Pride 


this year,” said 
chief administra- 
tive officer Janice 
Baker. “Now more 
than ever, the 
strength of our di- 
versity matters.” 


Leaving No Neighbour Behind This Spring 


by William Graham, Special 


William Graham is 
a community advo- 
cate and volunteer 
who supports the op- 
eration of free food 
tables throughout 
Peel Region. 


Last Thursday, as I 
went down 
Hurontario to the 
Dundas Street food 
table, I noticed that 
the table at The DAM 
was empty as I 
passed. 

I filled the Dundas 
table and chatted to 
some of the residents 
who stopped for 
about 45 minutes. 

I headed up to fill 
the DAM table and 
noticed that it was 
filled. Even the water 
was piled high. 

One of our Table 
Angels (Cathy) was 
there with water, 
home baking and 
other items. Cathy is 


a regular contributor 
to the tables. I added 
very little to it. 
Thank you. 

On Friday, I went 
to the tables and 
found a lot of canned 
goods on both tables. 

Many people leave 
food on the table that 
goes and I don’t even 
see it. Many are 
members of the 
amazing “Peel Help- 
ing Hands” group 
which does amazing 
things in Peel. Thank 


you. 

One lady brought 
three or more pack- 
ages of pet food. 
Carefully bagged and 
marked, to each 
table. This lady bags 
the food, marks it 
with a complete de- 
scription and takes it 
to each table. 

This is amazing 
and certainly appre- 
ciated by the many 


people who can’t af- 
ford pet food but 
would go without 
food themselves 
rather than see their 
pet go hungry. Thank 
you. 

Saturday morning 
at 8:30 a.m., the 
Knights of Colum- 
bus, Council 12706 
and Assembly 3288 
and Squires met me 
at the DAM table 
with — sandwiches, 
juice packs and other 
goodies. 

They went from 
there to the Dundas 
table and did the 
same. They are a 
generous group and 
have done this be- 
fore. Thank you. 

At the same time, a 
lady from the Indus 
Community Services 
met me at the DAM 
table with gift cards 
for food. Much 
needed and certainly 


appreciated. Our sin- 
cere thanks. 

Sunday morning, 
at about 6 a.m., as 
the sun was rising 
and I was finishing 
filling the Dundas 
table when four indi- 
viduals showed up, 
one with a large Tim 
Horton’s coffee. 

My first thought 
was, “What about the 
rest?” but when they 
got to the table, they 
were sharing the one 
coffee. 


—o- 


I often thought of 
bringing coffee but it 
is unpredictable. 

This morning, four 
showed up _ first 
thing, and another 
morning, there 
might not be anyone. 
I'll watch the situa- 
tion and see what 
will work. At least 
they will always have 
water at the table 
first thing in the 
morning. 

As we go into a fur- 


ther lockdown, we 


see more of our good 
neighbours helping, 
supporting each 
other and following 
the Knights of 
Columbus motto of 
“Leave no neighbour 
behind.” 

I am totally hum- 
bled and _ over- 
whelmed by the 
generosity and good- 
ness that I see from 
so many people. 
Thank you. 


How do you build 
confidence, espe- 
cially in a time of 
fear, uncertainty 
and total change? 
You work at it. 

Confidence is how 
we feel, so we have 
to know how to 
change or make that 
stronger. Feelings 
can be changed be- 
cause it isn’t written 
in stone. 

So, what do we do 
to ensure change in 
our feelings? Do 
Something!! Don’t 
just sit and wait for 
something to hap- 


pen. 

You have the right 
to do something 
that will help you 
build confidence 
when you lack that 
feeling. 

Walk tall, smile, 
and look people in 
the eyes. There is 
no need to keep 
your head down al- 
though staring at 
other people isn’t 
necessary. 

Learn to appreci- 
ate other people and 
your interactions. 
Learn to acknowl- 
edge others even if 
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only with a smile 
and a nod of your 
head. 

Each day, create 
one small task to 
stretch you beyond 
your comfort zone. 
Your comfort zone 
— what is that re- 
ally? Just because 
you feel comfort in 
it doesn’t mean you 
have to live only 
there. 

Every day, learn to 
experience newness 
and to enjoy it. We 
grow when we open 
ourselves to that. 

Do something un- 
expected on pur- 
pose to let go of 
your inhibitions. 
What are inhibi- 
tions other than 
things we haven't 
really experienced 
or at one time it did- 
n't go right. 

Time to re-experi- 
ence and find a new 
way to think about 
it. Time to change 
our thought pat- 
terns. 

Seek out uncom- 
fortable situations 
to help you grow. 
Be more resilient. 
Not everything will 


—e— 


be comfortable but 
that is what life is 
about. 

Learn to take a 
step in a different 
direction or learn to 
accommodate 
something — differ- 
ent. Who knows? 
You might like it. 

Try a_ different 
food or use your 
senses differently 
like sound, feeling, 
taste, smell — what- 
ever. Time to 
stretch what we 
need to. 

Create a good self- 


image. Learn to 
enjoy life. Don’t 
judge others or 


yourself. It is so 
easy to judge others 
and to blame what 
is going on, on 
someone else. 

Time to point the 
finger at yourself so 
you see what is 
going on there. A 
self-image is cre- 
ated and what we 
think of ourselves 
reflects on others. 

We are responsi- 
ble for our lives and 
how we live it. 

Be positive. Know 
yourself better. 
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Health and Wellness - Building Confidence 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Knowing our- 
selves is the most 
important thing. 


Learn to under- 
stand yourself and 
how you will act or 
react. If you don’t 
understand your re- 
actions, then dis- 
cover and _= ask 
yourself why you act 
that way. It is time 
to know yourself. 

That is the one 
person you will live 
with all of your life. 
The more you know 
yourself, the better 
you will understand 
others. 

Speak slowly and 
distinctly. Slow 
down and enjoy the 
ride. We don’t have 
to rush through 
everything. When I 
started to teach my 
workshops in medi- 
tation, the best 
thing I did was to 
slow down how I 
spoke. It helped to 
slow people down in 
the class. 

Why do you think 
songs are so impor- 
tant — it makes you 
listen and slow 
down and _ repeat 
what is important. 


Stress less and see 
things differently. 
Achieve small, easy- 
to-attain goals to 
help you feel suc- 
cessful. 

Success comes in 
small steps and not 
necessarily in huge 
big ones. It takes 
many steps to create 
a success. So be 
mindful in how you 
are living moment 
by moment. 

Create self-accep- 
tance and compas- 
sion for yourself 
and others. Learn 
to appreciate that 
person in the mir- 
ror. 

Once you can do 
that, your compas- 
sion for others im- 
proves. Whether 
we believe it or not, 
we see ourselves in 
others. When we 
are accepting of oth- 
ers, we also accept 
ourselves. 

Change one small 
habit daily. Be 
mindful of your 
habits and how you 
feel with them. 

If a habit doesn’t 
feel right and you 
regret doing it or 


following through 
on it, then it is time 
to change. Change 
it in a positive way. 
Discover what you 
need to do about it 
and then do it. 

Enjoy the sound of 
silence. Within the 
silence you will hear 
your own thoughts. 
It is time to discover 
what you are think- 
ing about. 

What you are 
thinking about you 
can change. That is 
where it starts. 

Try a new path. 
Take the path less 
travelled. Find 
what no one else 
has. A new flower 
that needs to be 
smelled. 

A new sunset that 
hasn’t been seen. 
Stand below a tree 
and enjoy’ the 
shade. Listen to the 
birds and the sound 
of nature. 

There is always 
something new to 
discover. 

Change your feel- 
ings and thoughts 
and you will change 
who you are. It is 
time. 


The Do’s and Don'ts of Operating an E-Scooter in Mississauga 


As part of the 
City of Missis- 
sauga’s E-Scooter 
Pilot Program, 
Mississauga resi- 
dents, visitors and 
commuters can 
use their e-scoot- 
ers to get to their 
destinations. 

Before you get to 
scooting, make 
sure you're up to 
speed on where 
you can and can’t 
operate your e- 
scooter in Missis- 
sauga, as well as 
the rules and eti- 
quette to follow to 
keep yourself and 
other road users 


safe. 
The city said 
Monday that it has 


implemented an 
e-scooter pilot to 
regulate the per- 


sonally-owned e- 
scooters currently 
being operated in 
Mississauga. 

An e-scooter is a 
two-wheeled de- 
vice that the rider 
operates while 
standing. The de- 
vices are battery- 
operated and 
equipped with a 
hand brake, lights, 
bell and_ kick- 
stand. 

In Mississauga, 
e-scooters can be 
operated by those 
16 years old and 
older, up to a 
speed of 24 km/h. 

Residents can 
operate their e- 
scooter on public 
roadways in Mis- 
sissauga with a 
posted speed limit 
of up to 50 km/h, 


and in designated 
cycling areas (i.e. 
multi-use trails 
along roadways 
and bike lanes). 
Residents are 
not permitted to 
ride their’ e- 
scooter on side- 
walks (except for 
the purpose of di- 
rectly crossing a 
sidewalk); public 
roadways with a 
posted speed limit 
of more than 50 
km/h; trails 
within city parks; 
city-owned land 
not designated as 
public roadways 
(e.g. transit termi- 
nals) or the Mis- 
sissauga 
Transitway. 
Helmets must be 
worn by riders 
under the age of 


18; however, it is 
encouraged that 
all riders wear a 
helmet for their 
safety. 

When parking an 
e-scooter, ensure 
it is left in an up- 
right position, out 
of the way of traf- 
fic (e.g. by a bike 
rack). Also. ensure 
that your” e- 


scooter has a light 
that can be seen 
by others, particu- 
larly at night. 
When operating 
an e-scooter on a 
road within the 
city, travel in the 
same direction as 
vehicle traffic; sig- 
nal your intention 
to turn using turn 


signal lights; and 


always be aware of 
surrounding traf- 
fic, especially at 
intersections. 
Residents can 
provide their 
views on e-scoot- 
ers operating 
within the city by 
visiting 
yoursay.missis- 
sauga.ca/escooter. 
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A Marquee Bulletin of Arts and Cultural Events 


by E.C. Munson 


Those winds of change include our weather as we transition into 
warmer temperatures followed by rain in some areas and the new 
province-wide lockdown. With Spring Break over and virtual 
schooling for another two weeks after that, these options for virtual 
access to events and activities become even more important. 


Arts & Cultural Events Celebrate History ... 


Current exhibits or resources on artistic and cultural contribu- 
tions are from the Black Community, indigenous Anishinaabe peo- 
ples, and Indian diaspora, all of which continue to enrich our lives. 
Enjoy these creative journeys and the richness of cultural diversity. 

CreativeHub 1352 invites 
you to view “The Lost Mu- 


seum” now! as Ta — Asn 

After all, who knows what 4 C <a 
might get discovered, lost, for- Te ae 
gotten, or remembered at In- lei usSe@um 
Situ 2021? 

This yearlong multiarts festi- 
val includes virtual program- 
ming from the CreativeHub 
1352, which operates at the 
Small Arms Inspection Build- 
ing, owned and operated by 
the City of Mississauga. 

Explore and enjoy the links 
in Lost Rituals for “Ritual to 
Thank the Trees” and “Tea 
Ceremony”. Contact them at 
info@creativehub1352.ca for 
more information. 

Heritage Mississauga continues the Sugar Making Moon with 
videos and Kim Wheatley, Grandmother Kim, by exploring the An- 
ishinaabe teachings which follow the lunar calendar. Heritage Mis- 
sisauga’s partnership with The Ontario Black History Society gives 
access to their YouTube channel of museum tours, entertainment, 
and community recognition profiles. Visit them on Youtube at 
www. youtube.com/watch?v=2S3mPxqPfgY. 

PAMA’s is the regional treasure for Peel with much to discover 
in their collections. Be sure and check their calendar for activities 
that will take you through to the end of Spring Break! Then con- 
tinue exploring their archival exhibits and learn about the contri- 
butions of some amazing women. 

“Stories of inspiring women are found in all three of the Peel Art 
Gallery, Museum and Archives’ collections. ... Whether an artist, a 
postal worker, an entrepreneur, or a United Nations diplomat, each 
woman has shaped our community. This is just the beginning. 
There are many stories to share, and this exhibition will grow over 
time.” Learn more at pama.peelregion.ca. 


THELOSTMUSEUM.CA 


Inspiring stories 
of women in the PAMA collections 


Museum of Dufferin has partnered with Climate Action in 
Dufferin for this remarkable digital exhibition, Before Your Eyes, 
about climate change which is now extended until Apr. 30, 2021. 
“Heat Waves. Flooding. Snow Storms. Drought. People are drawn 
to extreme events. Still more wonder how climate change will im- 
pact them. Many still believe that it isn’t real. 2019 was the hottest 
year on record!” Visit the experience page at the MoD website via 


experience.arcgis.com/experience/2a467002e62a4361a337ebbo9 
aeo3b88. 

Art Gallery of Burlington, while closed to the public for view- 
ing and in-person workshops, “sold out” with their Spring Break 
activity kits. And for people who missed the virtual presentation of 
Monira Al Qadiri in conversation with Amin Alsaden, Ocula Mag- 
azine has you covered! Visit agb.life/visit/events/diver-monira-al- 
qadiri-in-conversation to read the article. 


ArtTrendZ collective members are working ahead and explor- 
ing the semantics and persuasive powers that lie in the 5 W’s for 
writing artists statements, tag lines, and learning how to “paint 
with words”. They hope to get the word out for their annual Art By 
The Yard event in late spring when public health guidelines allow. 


Classes - Workshops - Activities ... 


With uncertainty around so many things in our lives right now, 
one thing has not changed! And that is “busy hands are happy 
hands” when it comes to keeping people focused on the positives 
in life. This old adage is true for people of all ages and stages of life. 
Local and regional arts and cultural organizations and artists have 
some exciting options, too. 

Cathy Disbrow of Woolly 
Doodles, textile artist and fel- 
ter, offers Gift Certificates, an 
Online Felt Party with friends, 
or even Private Lessons. — 
Themed Zoom workshops © 
range in length and pricing de- 
pending on project complex- 
ity. Greet spring and celebrate 
Earth Day and make a Bird 
Nest with Eggs on Apr. 22 or 
May 2. Check the schedule and 
stay current with creative op- 
tions. Visit 
woollydoodles.com/newslet- 
ter-signup. 

topourwithlove will offer individual or small group Zoom or 
Onsite small group art instruction in the exciting practice of poured 
acrylic paintings. Materials list supplied for all classes. Whether 
onsite at your location [when allowed and all public health guide- 
lines followed] or doing a Zoom at home, explore your creativity 
unfettered! Consider a gift certificate for that special someone to 
make it a shared experience and create a memory together! 


ylie Pouring 
Deborah Powell ss 


car Te) ue 
519-278- 77 <topout love@qwiaill.coim 
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Visual Arts Brampton has sprung into action with their try it 
Paint Nights and adult Zoom programming. Painting with watercolor, 
oils, acrylic, or soft pastels, digital photography, and drawing — the 
choices are inspiring. Don’t miss out on the Snail Mail World Postcard 
Art Show. The adult class, Capturing Glistening Glass in Soft Pastels, 
starts Monday evenings, April 26 — May 17 with instructor, Filomena 
Kandola. Visit visualartsbrampton.com. 


Burlington Public Library has a plethora of FREE virtual activ- 
ities and cultural delights to sample. Join in their Spring Health Chal- 
lenges and form a virtual team with another household for the 14 day 
challenges. From the Fitness Fix to the Mental Top Up and finally the 
Nourishing Nature challenge, join in the daily fun of accomplishing 
your mission. Visit www.bpl.on.ca/events to register. 

Visual Arts Mississauga features virtual courses for adults and 
youth. Expand your artistry with VAM’s fantastic mix of Online and 
At-VAM Studio Fine Arts Courses for Adults! Visit 

visualartsmississauga.com for details. 

Museum of Dufferin’s Learning Hub, is a treasure trove of re- 
sources! With Social Studies, Language Arts, and Games & Activities, 
it’s time to DISCOVER, EDUCATE, and SHARE with the MOD! And 
don’t forget to explore their exciting collections they have — from the 
Archival Collection, to the Artifact Collection, and the Education Col- 
lection. Visit www.dufferinmuseum.com/about-our-collections/. 


Exhibitions Here and Far... 


Arts On The Credit has a member-duo, Barbara Pickett and Lisa 
Compton, sharing some of their favourite things with us during the 
entire month of April. Their virtual gallery will take you on “... a jour- 
ney not only around the corner, but to wonderful destinations across 
the globe.” Choose your favorite destination from these pieces! Check 
them out at www.artsonthecredit.ca/gallery. 


Beaux Arts Brampton: In partnership with Downtown Brampton 
BIA and in keeping with spring and renewal, a new virtual show, 
Everything Beaux (www. i gp IEEE ore currentexhibition), 


is on through Apr. 24. 
“Every one of us has a 
world of beauty inside, 
and the ability to find | 
beauty in the world out- * 
side.” iA 
And do follow their 
blog at beauxartsbramp- - 
ton.org/blog for candid ° 
conversations with * 
artists and so much 2 
more! 
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Art Gallery of Mississauga’s new exhibit, All I’s On Me runs 
through June 12, showcasing the work of Visual Artist Pepe Bratanov 
and Luxury Artist Max Jamali. Visit 

artgalleryofmississauga.com/upcoming-exhibitions. 


All Tis on Me 


Celebrity. Ego. InstaFame. 


Headwaters Arts Gallery invites people to enjoy a virtual preview 
of ReLaunch 2021 as they await the move into the gallery when public 
health guidelines allow. Fine art, sculpture, and artisan pieces may be 
viewed and purchased online with curbside pickup available at the 
Alton Mill Arts Centre as people choose or reserved for pickup at a 
later time. Visit headwatersarts.ca/our-current-show. 

Joshua Creek Heritage Art Centre: Sibyl Rampen, artist and 
proprietor of this wonderful heritage site, shares that ... “Art From the 
Heart 2021” is possibly the most important exhibition to date. It is not 
about artists, but about hope and healing for all challenged people. It 
is about teaching and inspiring people to find their Artist Within.” 

This current show is being run virtually — _ visit 
joshuacreekarts.com/exhibitions. 

Visual Arts Mississauga , 
announces Spring Cleaning, a 
VAM members’ themed show, ji 
opened April 19 and may be § 
viewed virtually here through 
May 2, 2021. Check it out on the 
exhibit website via 
artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/5813426/spring-cleaning. 

The Falls Gallery in the Alton Mill 
Arts Centre is currently showing NA- 
TURE RE-DESIGNED, Elemental 
&amp; Earthy, through Apr. 25. 
Through the play of beeswax, moss, and 
bold pigments, Karen Brown, an en- 
caustic mixed-media artist and Steve 
Sestic, an artist and practicing architect 
who explores maruval and manufactured 
environments, have curated a show that 
exhilarates and grounds you with their 
interpretation of nature. Curbside 
pickup or delivery available. Both 
Brown and Sestic are Headwaters Arts 
members with their studios at the Mill. 
View their artwork at 
karenbrownencaustics.com and www.srecko.com. 


KAREN BROWN AND STEVE SESTIC 
BRING YOU 


NATURE RE-DESIGNED 


ELEMENTAL & EARTHY 


THE FALLS GALLERY 
THE ALTON MILLS ART CENTRE 
M 


Taking Care of Business... 


Halton Hills is busy keeping their creatives connected and net- 
working with their Arts & Culture Meetups the last Monday of the 
month. On Mar. 29, the meetup presenter was Meagan Speakman of 
Dance Impact in Acton. Pearl Schachter, Cultural Program Producer, 
Economic Development, Innovation and Culture for Town of Halton 
Hills, convenes these meetups along with Artrepreneur Halton Hills, 
a 10 week program for creative entrepreneurs Wednesday evenings. 

Mississauga Arts Council presents their members and the larger 
community with an impressive range of virtual programming. For the 
artist-entrepreneurs there is the TD Culture Lab: Webinar series while 
for community enjoyment, musicians and writers there are virtual 
venues such as Mac Arts Café, an online Open Mic and the Sauga 
Music Series in conjunction with various partners. Their MACtivities 
newsletter is a great weekly read of all things arts and cultural in Mis- 
sissauga! Visit mississaugaartscouncil.com/programs/. 

Central Counties Tourism continues to offer workshops, re- 
search, and guidance for the reopening of their members and commu- 
nities in the Headwaters Region, which includes Caledon, Erin, 
Orangeville, and a number of destination areas. Visit 
centralcounties.ca. 


E.Connie Munson is a local writer, photographer, and artist covers 
the arts and cultural scene so others may share the passion and joy 
of the creatives and makers. Visit her new website and subscribe to 
her newsletter at www.studiobydesign.ca. 
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Have our youths hit a crisis point during the pandemic? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Uncertainty, con- 
fusion and incon- 
sistent policies and 
regulations around 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic have caused 
some within our 
younger genera- 
tions to suffer from 
depression, live in 
stress all the time 
and take on the 
mantle of despair. 

This fact is still 
limited to a mar- 
ginal group of 
young people, but it 
cannot be ignored 
— any major illness 
starts with a bit of 
carelessness, and if 
not treated prop- 


erly, the conse- 
quences can be 
dangerous. 


In the modern 
age, where human 
beings have 
achieved so much, 
we have also seen 
the rise of diseases 
like mental stress. 
Stress is a disease 
associated with the 
brain; it is when a 
person's mind and 
brain are _— sur- 
rounded by anxiety, 
stress, depression. 

In this state, the 


human being loses 
the power of think- 
ing and_ under- 
standing, and he 
gradually begins to 
break down from 
within. 

Due to this men- 
tal stress, people do 
not shy away from 
committing mass 
suicide. Recently, a 
case came to light 
that is the tragic re- 
ality of Amrinder 
Singh, 21, who died 
by suicide last Sep- 
tember, according 
to his friend Sukh- 
preet Singh. 

A report by the 
non-profit organi- 
zation One Voice 
Canada — showed 
that during the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, interna- 
tional students 
were pushed to the 
brink, and increas- 
ing pressure caused 
suicides across 
Canada to increase 


the number of 
deaths. 
"It's a culture 


shock. They come 
into Canada; it's a 
whole different sys- 
tem. The social as- 


pect, the education 
system is different," 
a _ representative 
from One _ Voice 
Canada recently ex- 
plained in an inter- 


view with 

YYCMedia. 
"Usually, the in- 

ternational stu- 


dents coming into 
Canada do not have 
support. Some of 
them do, some of 
them don't." 

When a_ person 
feels helpless in a 
situation, it 1s 
called a state of 
anxiety or stress. In 
this situation, the 
person begins to 
feel hopeless. They 
spend all their time 
trying to figure out 
their purpose, and 
what their future 
holds. 

Like it or not, we 
are in the midst of a 
pandemic. 

The COVID-19 
epidemic has also 
increased people's 
mental stress. 
Many people have 
lost their jobs due 
to the lockdown, 
lost their life part- 
ners, divorced, lost 


loved ones, faced a 
deteriorating eco- 
nomic situation has 
deteriorated, and 
poverty led to more 
quarrels in people's 
homes. And it has 
also had a detri- 
mental effect on 
students' learning. 

When a_ person 
cannot achieve 
their goal, they be- 
come stressed and 
lose their ability to 
think and under- 
stand. 

Surprisingly, 
higher education 
and economically 
self-sufficient fami- 
lies are turning 
away from life. At 
present, the power 
to cope with life has 
also. diminished. 
The biggest reason 
for this is a lack of 
tolerance. 

The question is, 
what is it that 
changes their 
thinking? In_ this 
regard, psycholo- 
gists believe that we 
should be emotion- 
ally attached to 
these types of peo- 
ple and try to un- 
derstand their 


minds. 

Only a true and 
good friend can do 
all this because it is 
believed that hap- 


piness increases 
with sharing and 
sorrow decrease 


with sharing. 
Stress is not nec- 

essarily caused by 

emotional factors 


alone. Sometimes 
there are other 
causes, such as 


malnutrition, 
weather, anxiety, or 
illness. It has been 
commonly ob- 
served that chronic 
illness can also bea 
source of stress. 

Yoga, meditation 
or relaxation can 
also be used to mit- 
igate some of these 
problems. 

There is a need for 
a skilled counsellor, 
a_ skilled mentor, 
because nothing is 
impossible in this 
world. Such people 
should keep on 
doing something in 
which they keep 
trying to come out 
of the misery. At 
the same time, such 
a person must be 


Bridge to Nowhere 


confident that what 
he is doing is right. 

We should always 
keep in mind that 
in the context of 
such uncertain 
times, it is impor- 
tant to maintain a 
schedule and struc- 
ture, and keep ac- 
tive. 

Follow a_ daily 
schedule — go to 
bed and get up on 
time. Eat a_ bal- 
anced and_ nutri- 
tious diet, exercise 
daily, and avoid al- 
cohol and smoking. 
Adopt tolerance in 
life. 

Just as the body is 
supposed to be 
made up of five ele- 
ments, so many 
basic mantras can 
make life comfort- 
able. 

Stress, self-confi- 
dence, self-control, 
intelligence and 
discretion can be 
used to get rid of 
stress. 

Perhaps that may 
be the best remedy 
for our youths dur- 
ing these strange 
times. 


Vanished places no longer travelled 


While erased spaces still stand 


Disintegrate across time 


Bridge to a past long abandoned 


No longer durable 


Its diminishing echo deteriorates 


Blurred edges of time 


Worn markers of lost passages 


Now belong to the shadows of yesterday 


Its frozen existence 


Disconnected to this displaced place 


Buried, forgotten 


Overcome with 
Shadows cast 
From the past 


An invitation to converge 


With a landscape suspended 


Between the bridge of 


Permanence and impermanence 


©Copyright 2021 Susan Ksiezopolski 


Inspired by Lost Places from Lost Museum 


Visit Attps: 


thelostmuseum.ca 


—— 


Indian Grocery 
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
at Wholesale Prices 
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Breaking down transportation barriers in Peel 


Anew _ shuttle 
service is helping 
connect residents 
with vaccines as 
part of a new as- 
sistance program. 

The Region of 
Peel launched a 
new round-trip 
shuttle earlier this 
week, which proi- 
vides non-stop 
service from Mis- 
sissauga’s City 
Centre Transit 
Terminal to the 
Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre 
Sportsplex Vacci- 
nation Clinic, as 
part of Peel’s 
Transportation 
Assistance __ Pro- 
gram (TAP). 

The shuttle serv- 
ice hours will 
align with the 
clinic’s hours of 
operation. The 
shuttle will run 
approximately 
every 40 minutes 
between 10 a.m. 
and 6 p.m., seven 
days a week, help- 
ing residents get 
to and from their 
vaccination  ap- 
pointments. Clinic 
and shuttle hours 
of operation are 
subject to change. 


The new shuttle 
is a three-week 
pilot project that 
will remain in 
service through 
May 9, with ihe 
possibility of an 
extension. 

Brampton resi- 
dents have fre- 
quent transit 
service from Bra- 
malea City Centre 
to its largest vac- 
cine clinic. This 
new shuttle will 


provide _ similar 
transit access 
from Missis- 
sauga’s central 
transit hub to its 
largest vaccine 
clinic. 

“T’m thrilled the 
Region of Peel and 


MiWay are work- 
ing together to 
offer this impor- 
tant shuttle serv- 
ice to those who 
need it,” said Mis- 
sissauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 
“This third wave 
of COVID-19 is 
hitting Missis- 
sauga and Peel 
Region harder and 
faster than the 
previous two, and 
we are committed 
to finding new 


ways to get people 
vaccinated quickly 
and safely so we 
can stop the ram- 


pant spread of this 
virus in its 
tracks.” 


A MiWay fare is 
required to ride 
the Paramount 
Vaccine Clinic 
Shuttle. Cus- 
tomers can use 
PRESTO or a 
paper transfer to 
board and transfer 
between different 
buses on MiWay, 
or to transfer to 
public transit in 
neighbouring 
cities. 

Residents are re- 
minded that 
COVID-19 vaccine 
clinics are by ap- 


pointment only 
and that it is 
mandatory to 


wear non-medical 
masks or face cov- 
erings on board 
buses and inside 
terminal buildings 
under the City’s 
Face Covering By- 
Law. 

Currently, Tran- 
sHelp and Cale- 
don Community 
Services also pro- 
vide free trans- 


portation for resi- 
dents 65 years and 
older and for peo- 
ple of all ages who 
have transporta- 
tion barriers. 
“The Region is 
delighted to work 
with our local 
transit partners 
on this initiative 
to reduce trans- 


portation barriers 
and get residents 
vaccinated against 
COVID-19 as 
quickly and safely 
as possible. Acces- 
sible and conven- 
i e n t 
transportation op- 
tions are key to 
achieving our goal 
of vaccinating 75% 


of Peel’s popula- 
tion against 
COVID-19,” said 
Brian Laundry, a 
co-lead on the re- 
gion’s Mass Vacci- 
nation Plan 
initiative. 

For transit serv- 
ice information, 
residents can visit 
miway.ca/shuttle. 


Poetry Writing Contest 


Deadline: September 30, 2021 


Submit your poetry for a chance at winning $100 1", $75 2nd or $50 ae Indigo Gift 


Certificate prizes. 


In association with Mississauga Arts Council 


and Peel Weekly News 


For submission guidelines and to submit, 


email submissions@mississaugawritersgroup.com 


PWN April 22, 2021_Layout 1 4/22/2021 1:03 AM Page 34 


—e— 


Apr. 22, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 34 


Cherry Blossom Livestream offers a glimpse into unique park 


Back by popular 
demand - the City 
of Mississauga’s 
cherry blossom 
webcam is 
streaming live, as 
the 65 trees in 
Kariya Park get 
ready to burst 
into full bloom 
over the coming 
weeks. 

The cherry blos- 


som _ livestream 
will be available 
from today until 
their petals start 
to fall, as the trees 
only stay in bloom 
for approximately 
two weeks. 
Mississauga first 
offered this vir- 
tual viewing op- 
tion for residents 
last year in re- 


sponse to. the 
temporary closure 
of Kariya Park 
due to COVID-19. 

Last year, there 
were over 28,000 
visits to the web- 
page that featured 
the cherry blos- 
som __ livestream 
from April _ to 
June. 


“We are very 


pleased to be of- 
fering this inno- 
vative virtual 
service again, so 
that residents can 
enjoy the beauti- 
ful cherry blos- 
soms, no matter 
where they are,” 
said Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie. 
“This year marks 
40 years since 


Kariya, Japan, be- 
came our twin 
city. It reminds us 
of our enduring 


friendship and 
the importance of 
sharing this 


unique experience 
with our resi- 
dents.” 

As one of the 
city’s most pictur- 
esque landmarks, 
Kariya Park typi- 
cally attracts 
many visitors at 
this time of year 
to see the cherry 
blossoms in 
bloom. 

“Though Kariya 
Park is currently 
open, we encour- 
age all residents 
to take advantage 
of the virtual op- 
tion to safely 
enjoy the cherry 
blossoms this 
year, to help stop 
the spread _ of 
COVID-19,” said 
Jodi Robillos, Di- 
rector, Parks, 
Forestry and En- 
vironment. 

“If you do 
choose to visit in 
person, _ please 


keep in mind that, 
as with all of our 
parks, current 
COVID-19 restric- 
tions and public 
health measures 
must be followed 
including main- 
taining physical 
distance of two 
metres (six feet) 
from others. To 
keep themselves 
and others safe, 
park users should 
also wear a face 
covering, even 
when outdoors, if 
physical distanc- 
ing cannot be 
maintained.” 

Based on _ the 
current public 
health measures, 
Kariya Park is 
open and accessi- 
ble. If conditions 
change and it's 
recommended 
that in-person 
visits are not safe, 
only a virtual op- 
tion will be of- 
fered. 

To view the live 
cherry blossom 
webcam, visit 
mississauga.ca/bl 
ossoms. 


build 


Stormwater Master Plan 


mississauga.ca/stormwater-master-plan 


IZ mississauca 
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Parks are a Valuable Resource: Follow 
and Respect the Rules 


With the arrival of 
spring weather and 
more residents 
using local parks, 
it’s important that 
everyone follow 
park etiquette. 

The City of Missis- 
sauga said this week 
that it is reminding 
all park users to re- 
spect city parks, 
trails, natural areas, 
sports fields and 
other commonly 
used spaces. 

Users should fol- 
low the rules posted 
on signs and the 
city’s Parks By-law 
to help make these 
spaces safe and en- 
joyable for all. Peel 
Public Health 
guidelines should 
also be followed to 
help reduce the 
spread of COVID- 
19. 

“It’s important 
that residents con- 
tinue to focus on 
their well-being by 
doing things like 
visiting our parks 
and green spaces, 
exercising and stay- 
ing healthy while 
following current 


public health meas- 
ures,” said Missis- 
sauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 

“My hope is that 
residents under- 
stand how valuable 
these resources are 
and treat them with 
care so we can all 
continue to use 
them for many 
years to come.” 

The city’s Parks 
Operations section 
maintains 3,162 
hectares (7,812 
acres) of parkland— 
including more than 
500 parks, 373 
sports fields, over 
300km of trails, 265 
play sites, 12 ceme- 
teries and two mari- 
nas. 

“Park rules and 
regulations are in 
place to ensure the 
safety and _ enjoy- 
ment for all users. 
Our staff work very 
hard to maintain 
the parks but we 
rely on residents to 
follow and respect 
the rules to ensure 
the safety and en- 
joyment for all users 


said Jodi Robillos, 
Director, Parks, 
Forestry and Envi- 
ronment. “Parks are 
available to every- 
one and we need to 
respect these spaces 
by not littering and 
not vandalizing or 
destroying park 
amenities. Please 
also be considerate 
and kind to Parks 
staff. Lastly, if you 
arrive at a_ park, 
maintain proper 
physical distancing 
and if that park is 
busy, consider visit- 
ing a different one.” 
In 2021, there 
continues to be a 
high trend of illegal 
dumping incidents 
in city parks, offi- 
cials said. There has 
been a 662 per cent 
increase in illegal 
dumping in 2021 
when compared to 
2019. 
Robillos added, 
“In addition to not 
littering or dumping 
household waste in 
our parks, we also 
ask residents to be 
respectful of the en- 
vironment. This in- 


cludes showing con- 
sideration to our 
plants and trees by 
resisting the urge to 
Pe flowers or tree 

ark, trample on 
plants, collecting 
rocks from _ the 
shoreline or feeding 
the wild animals.” 

When visiting a 
park, consider the 
following etiquette: 

Dispose trash 

properly in the 
waste or recycling 
bin 

- BBQ in desig- 
nated areas only 
and ee of coals 

roper 
Pick up after 
dogs and keep dogs 
leashed 

- Respect parks by 
not vandalizing 
amenities, leaving 
plants and_ trees 
alone and not feed- 
ing wildlife 

- Be courteous to 
Parks staff 

- Stay on the trails 

- Only park in per- 
mitted areas at 
parks 

For more informa- 
tion, visit missis- 
sauga.ca/parks. 


Brampton Mayor celebrates 
birth of second child 


by Alex Gregory 
It’s a girl! 
Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown and his 
wife, Genevieve, 
took to social 
media this past 
weekend to cel- 
ebrate the birth 


of their second 
child, Savan- 
nah. 


Last week, the 
family revealed 
that their new 
daughter, Sa- 
Van nah 
Francesca 
Brown, was 
born last Thurs- 
day, Apr. 15, at 
6:08 p.m. at 


Brampton Civic 
Hospital. 
“My wife 


Genevieve and I 


are pleased to 
welcome Savan- 
nah Francesca 
Brown,” he said 
Thursday 
evening. 

“Savannah, 
Georgia is 
where we had 
dinner the night 
we got engaged. 
We always 
loved the name. 
We _ instantly 
knew we 
wanted to name 
our daughter 
Savannah one 
day.” 

Their first 
child, Theodore 
Joseph 
Gualtieri 
Brown, was 
born in July 


2019. 


490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 


¢ volunteer 


¢ donate funds or food 
¢ hold a food drive 
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Driven to Create - Hitting The Road and Going Places 


There are many 
routes to follow 
with the Artful 
Corridors of Com- 
merce, and_ this 
week, an eight-year 
old student of Vi- 
sual Arts Bramp- 
ton, Shaivee Bhatt, 
has embarked on 
the ultimate road 
trip! 

Her entry in Toy- 
ota’s Dream Car 
Art Contest has 
qualified to go on 
to the international 
level of competi- 
tion along with 
eight other young 
Canadians. 

Shaivee’s 
“BeeMobile” takes 
care of the bees 
that play a vital 
role in our ecosys- 
tem. It keeps 
harmful pesticides 
away from the bees 
so they can polli- 
nate flowers, grow 
honey and “live a 
sweet long life”. 

Her piece is a 
prime example of 
the inspirational 
humanitarian _ vi- 
sion that children 
have. 

“(It) has evolved 
from an art compe- 
tition to an oppor- 
tunity for children 
to bring forward 
their world-chang- 
ing ideas,” said 
Larry Hutchinson, 
President and CEO 
of Toyota Canada 
and one of this 
year’s Canadian 
judges. 

“I'm truly im- 
pressed by their 
ideas — from mak- 
ing our planet 
more sustainable, 
to fighting virus 
and bacteria, to 
making the world 
more inclusive 
through _ physical 
accessibility.” 

An hour or so 
west of here, an- 
other road trip to 
their “forever 
homes” is just 
starting for 14 
pieces of photo- 
graphic art that to- 
gether brought in 


over $1,200.00 as 
the virtual gavel 
came down with a 
resounding SOLD 
on Apr. 17. 

This year was the 
Dundas Valley 
School of Art’s 50 
th annual art auc- 


tion, a prestigious 
Fae . \ 


event to have work 
accepted into as 
well as a worthy 
community cause. 
Frank Myers had 
a photograph 


which brought in 


$400, while 
Monique Camp- 
bell’s_ piece, Lit, 


was in the Fea- 
tured Fifty cata- 
logue and all three 
pieces of local pho- 
tographer ecmun- 
son were sold. 


Brampton’s Beaux 
Arts Gallery in the 
Everything Beaux 
virtual exhibit 
which is on 
through Apr. 24. 
From member 
run art galleries 
like Beaux Arts 
Gallery and Head- 


\> 


0 rH) 
TAME 


These three 
Latow Photogra- 
phy Guild mem- 
bers currently have 
other photographic 
art pieces in 


waters Arts 
Gallery, to guilds of 
artists and artisans 
operating out of 
municipal — build- 
ings, such as Credit 


—o- 


Valley Artisans in 
Georgetown and 
the Art Gallery of 
Burlington, there 
are a plethora of 
arts organizations 
that contribute to 
the fullness of the 
cultural ambience 
in their communi- 


ties. 

Visual Arts 
Brampton and Vi- 
sual Arts Missis- 
sauga have much 
in common as they 


offer workshops 
and classes for all 
ages, while Missis- 
sauga Arts Council 
serves a growing 
number of individ- 
uals artists and 
groups as_ they 
struggle with the 
new demands of 
creating and shar- 
ing their work dur- 
ing the pandemic 
which isolates peo- 
ple from each other 
as well as artists 
from the public 
and their viewing 
audiences. 

The journey of a 
lifetime can start 
with lessons or 
workshops for peo- 
ple at any age. 

Likewise, the 
sharing of oppor- 
tunity, good news, 
and each other’s 
accomplishments, 
is a personal en- 
dorsement that 
travels well along 
the virtual high- 
ways of our social 
media. And like a 
pebble thrown into 
a pool of water, 
just look at the rip- 
ples as the joy of 
creating and then 
sharing moves into 
the world beyond! 

On a_ personal 
note, ecmunson is 
humbled and 
grateful to Missis- 
sauga Arts Council 
for putting her 
photographic arts 
practice in the Apr. 
19 MACtivities 
Artist Spotlight. 

Bon voyage to 
Shaivee _ Bhatt’s 
Beemobile and to 
the hundreds of art 
pieces that were ... 
Going once, going 
twice, and SOLD, 
at the DVSA’s art 
auction, before 
they, too, hit the 
road and are going 

laces, to their new 

omes. 

This piece was 
written by Nelia 
Munson, a _ pen 
name ecmunson 
uses for her fiction 
and some columns. 
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Why one long-term care worker chose to get the COVID-19 vaccine 


There are two 
very telling photo- 
graphs of Pam 
Hayer, a personal 
support worker at 
a Region of Peel 
public municipal 
long-term care 
home, rolling up 
her sleeve to get 
the COVID-19 vac- 
cine. 

The second photo 
is the one she 
points to first. It 
shows Hayer help- 
ing the nurse with 
the needle, pin- 
pointing the per- 
fect spot on her 
arm. She’s visibly 
smiling behind her 
mask, expressive 
eyes locked on the 
lens saying, ‘there, 
look at me, I did it. 
You can too.’ 

The first photo, 
well that too is 
telling. Hands to- 
gether, body stiff, 
Hayer’s apprehen- 
sion about getting 
the vaccine is evi- 
dent in the way she 
sits, but mostly it’s 
in her’ worried, 
downward-looking 
eyes. 

Hayer’s journey, 
from a vaccine hes- 
itant PSW to feel- 
ing amazing about 
her decision post- 
jab, is a common 
one among care 


home staff who, in 
the last few 
months, have in- 
creasingly rolled- 
up their sleeves to 
take the COVID-19 
vaccine. 

Across the coun- 
try, there is a con- 
sensus that initially 
the vaccine uptake 
among long-term 
care staff could 
have been higher. 
Some provinces 
are doing better 
than others. 

Increasing vacci- 
nation rates hinges 
on the awareness 
about the efficacy, 
and education 
about the safety of 
the vaccine. 

Hayer says that, 
“Yes, there is no 
denying that vac- 
cine hesitancy is a 
thing among some 
staff I work with. I 
know that some of 
my co-workers 
may still not want 
to get the vaccine. 
But more and 
more are getting it. 
At first, I wasn’t 
sure either...I de- 
layed and then I 
said yes, I want it. 
Now I tell everyone 
that I got my vac- 
cine so that they 
too might change 
their minds.” 

Describing — her 


journey, Hayer 
says that what she 
did was tune out all 
the other noise 
about the vaccines 
and just looked at 
the science. 

“I am _ feeling 
amazing about my 
decision. It made 
me feel safer and 
relieved that I will 
not be the reason 
any of the resi- 
dents I care for will 
get infected with 
COVID-19. It offers 
relief after so many 
months of anxiety 
and worry that one 
of the residents I 
care so much about 
would get infected 
and suffer.” 

Before the photos 
were taken in Jan. 
2021, Hayer and 
her —_— co-workers 
worked non-stop 
from the start of 
the pandemic in 
Mar. 2020 keeping 
outbreaks, resident 
deaths and worker 
infections to a min- 
imum. 

Then in the sum- 
mer when cases 
were lower, she 
and other staff at 
the nursing home 
began to talk about 
the COVID-19 vac- 
cines that they 
knew were coming 
in the new year. 


Some were hope- 
ful the vaccines 
would be a big tool 
to end the spread 
of the virus while 
others were appre- 
hensive and leery. 

With rampant 
vaccine misinfor- 
mation online and 
on social media 
posts from anti- 
vaxers, to conspir- 
acy theorists and 
pseudo-science 


bloggers gaining 
traction, Hayer de- 
cided it was time 
just to focus on se- 
rious studies. 

She quickly over- 
came her hesita- 
tion. On Jan. 6, she 
received her first 
dose of Pfizer vac- 
cine. The second 
dose came on Jan. 
27, 
In Ontario and in 
B.C. in particular, 


| 


vaccination rates 
went up when bar- 
riers to getting the 
vaccine were re- 
moved. More 
workers got the 
vaccine when clin- 
ics were set up di- 
rectly in the care 
homes, and long- 
term care staff did- 
n’t have to travel to 
a hospital clinic on 
their day off. 


Peel Weekly News Poetry Corner - My Small Happiness Today 


by Yiren 


Whenever I have can enjoy some leisure, whether it is after lunch, 
15 minutes off work or soap-opera time in sofa, I like crocheting. 
A ball of yarn or thread and a hook can turn out to be something 
so nice that I don’t want to put them away. 

My interests in crocheting started when I was a teenager. At that 
time, it was a very popular fun among young girls in the city where 
I lived. Almost every girl had a hook and a ball of yarn in her pocket 


wherever she goes. 


When a few met together, they will sit cro- 


cheting something while talking. They would tell each other new 
patterns they knew and show off their products, making them- 
selves a scene in the place. 

I learned to crochet a small window curtain at that time. Al- 
though I made a mistake in one corner and the curtain could not 
be spread properly, my mom hung it up on the window. That made 
me very happy and proud for a long time. 

Today, I made two cup holders with some left-over thread. Small 
and exquisite, they really touched my eyes and heart. I imagined 
putting a glass of tea on one of them. The green tea leaves float up 
and down, and the flavor rises with visible vapor. What a good 
time! Life is like this, ordinary and simple, dressed with some 
small funs here and there. And life is not easy. So, as days go by, 
Tl value whatever I can! 
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Virtual expo shares new 
solutions as pandemic 
changes business habits 


From plexiglass 
shields in stores, to 
sanitization — sta- 
tions and physical 
distancing in office 
spaces, to in- 
creased cleaning 
and disinfecting 
everywhere, there 
has been a signifi- 
cant, visible 
change in how 
businesses operate 
— and in how their 
customers interact 
with them. 

Looking for sup- 
port, thousands of 
Canadian _busi- 
nesses have turned 
to Staples Business 
Advantage Canada 
to equip them- 
selves with every- 
thing they need to 
adapt to the chang- 
ing world around 
them. Staples Busi- 
ness Advantage 
supports busi- 
nesses of all sizes 
and across all in- 
dustries, including 
healthcare, govern- 
ment, education 
and financial, con- 
sulting with each 
customer to design 
and manage a pro- 
curement program 
tailored to the 


business’ needs. To 
further its role in 
keeping Canadians 
safe, Staples Busi- 
ness Advantage 
will host the Clean, 
Safe and Well Vir- 
tual Solutions 
ae on Apr. 21. 
The Expo pro- 
vides businesses 
the opportunity to 
interact with in- 
dustry experts on 
best practices to 
protect employees 
and customers. 
Featuring more 
than 20 virtual 
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Library Talk Series Lights Up Friday Nights 


Mississauga Li- 
brary’s online Au- 
thor Talk series 
returns this spring 
with a new lineup 
of talented writ- 


ers. 
ISuitable for 
ages 13 and up, 


the series features 
a wide selection of 
talented authors, 
whose books span 
a range of genres 
from thrillers and 
true crime to ro- 
mance and fan- 
tasy. 

The library looks 


product booths, at- | ie. 


tendees will 
access to leading 
vendors including 
Diversey, Fellowes, 
Purell and Clorox, 
focusing on solu- 
tions like hand hy- 
giene, disinfecting, 
air purification, 
personal protective 
equipment (PPE), 
technology saniti- 
zation and more. 

The free virtual 
event can be ac- 
cessed by visiting 
the expo website at 
staplesbusinessad- 
vantage.ca/cswexp 
0. 


ain || 


for opportunities 
to highlight au- 
thors with Cana- 
dian roots, award 
winners and nom- 
inees, authors 
from a variety of 
diverse back- 
grounds, cultures, 
orientations and 
experiences, local 
authors when pos- 
sible, as well as 
books and authors 
that library cus- 
tomers are cur- 
rently interested 
in. 

During the on- 


line Author Talk 
sessions, partici- 
pants have the op- 
portunity to ask 
the authors ques- 
tions and_ hear 
about their experi- 
ences, writing 
processes and 
written works. 

Featured au- 
thors include Ben 
Phillipe (Apr. 23), 
Tom Ryan (Apr. 
30), Tanaz Bha- 
thena (May 7), 
Farzana Doctor 
(May 14), Sonya 
Lalli (May 21), 


Souvankham 


Thammavongsa 
(May 28), 
Francesca Ek- 


wuyasi (June 4), 
Waubgeshig Rice 
(June 11) and 
Justin Ling (June 
18). 

All events run 
from 7 - 8 p.m. 
and are free with 
registration. 

To register for 
any of the Author 
Talks, visit missis- 
saugalibrary.ca/a 
uthors. 
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WASAGA BEACH 

PEOPLE IN PEEL REGION HAVE HAD A 
LOVE AFFAIR WITH WASAGA BEACH 
FOR WELL OVER A CENTURY 


Are you a property owner, seasonal/part time resident 
or perhaps just someone who loves “The Beach" 
and wish to know what is happening in our once 

World Famous Beach Resort? 


Be Aware! Become Engaged! 


What's Happening in “The Beach"? 


With little or no public engagement, the current mayor & council 
are making decisions and spending taxpayers’ money. 


Changes to the once applauded Downtown Master Plan will effect Wasaga 
Beach for years to come. Our once famous Main Beach Areas are being sliced 
up and offered to developers, forever altering our historic beachfront and what 

it means to you and future generations. 


For the love of Wasaga Beach and your tax dollars... 
Be Aware! Become Engaged! 


Keep up to date with what's happening at Town Hall, local events 
& initiatives while enjoying Wasaga Beach's only truly local 
publication delivered to your inbox FREE. 


Simply email into@beachBOOSTER.com with “SUBSCRIBE” 
in the Subject Line. 


Beach BOOSTER Media Group is locally owned 
and operated in Wasaga Beach 

with offices located at: 

1 Market Lane, Suite 10, 

Wasaga Beach, ON. L9Z OBE. 

Phone: 705-241-9762 


Enjoy the | peach BOOSTER here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com 


See LINK to past issues here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com/publications 


Design by Beach BOOSTER Media Group 
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NOW PLAYING 
PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


Music from your years 
Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 


